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How Beautiful in Stockings 





Rumor has it that Communist 
maidens have been advised from on 
high to revert back to silk stockings. 
The reason for this move is not that 
they gave up the boycott of Japan, not 
yet at any rate, but to avoid political 
detection. Not so long ago, when 
Communists were still’ carrying the 
torch of anti fascism, they mingled in 
the good company of many liberals. 
Now they have given up all that and 
of all their previous hates retained 
only the boycott of the Mikado. They 
therefore are easy to identify. When 
a young lady wears a “Yanks are not 
coming” button or sneers at the “slop- 


py sentimentality” of sympathizing 
with “poor little Finland’ and at the 
same time wears rayon stockings, one 
can safely bet a thousand to one on 
her political affinities. In such a case 
rayon stockings become almost the 
equivalent of a membership card in 
the C. P. 

It is hard to say whether this new 
order will affect the Japanese balance 
of trade in any appreciable degree. But 
the political loyalties of non-commu- 
nist young men will be in great danger. 
Who can completely resist burning in- 
dignation against the Finnish White 
Guards and English aggression against 
poor little Germany when these are ac- 
companied by seductively silk sheathed 
limbs ? 


Poor Father Coughlin | 





In his address of two Sundays ago 
Father Coughlin reached a conclusion: 
Americans must choose between the 
teachings of Marx and Jesus. 

It must have cost Father Coughlin 
a good deal of anguish to announce 
that there is only a choice between 
the teachings of two Jews. 


Browder's 3,000 





While we are on this subject we 
wish to give our readers an interpreta- 
tion of the results of the election in 
New York’s fourteenth Congressional 
district. As you no doubt remember, 
it was a three cornered fight in which 
Mr. Browder, Communist candidate, 
received somewhat over three thousand 
votes. Whether this should be con- 
sidered a victory or not, we won't dis- 
cuss at this moment, but the fact re- 
mains that over three thousand people 
cast their ballot for Browder, in a 
neighborhood with a considerable Jew- 
ish population. 

A few days after the election a man 
came to our office with the following 
explanation which we hereby offer 
without comment for whatever it is 
worth. Said the man: “You see, of 
the three candidates, the Republican 
and Democratic nominees were Jews. 
The fascist elements of the fourteenth 
district who refuse to vote for a Jew 
and since the Nazi-Soviet pact feel a 
little closer to the Communists there- 
fore cast their votes for Browder. 
Otherwise he could not have received 
that many votes.” 


There Is Too A God 





In our early youth we were quite 
impressed with Ingersoll’s final proof 
of the non existence of God. Taking 
out his watch he would give God 
three minutes to strike him down. 
When the three minutes passed and 
nothing happened, he triumphantly 
“proved” to his audience that there 
is no God. 

Close to our fourteenth birthday this 
proof ceased to be convincing. But 
now comes news from Soviet occupied 
Poland that definitely proves the ex- 
istence of God and even the fact 
that He has a moustache. Polish chil- 
dren are asked by their Soviet teach- 
ers what the Crucifix is. The children 
answer that it is the Deity. They are 
told to pray to the Crucifix for candy 
and, nothing happens. The children 
are then shown a portrait of Stalin 
and are told to pray for candy. 
Promptly the doors open and baskets 
of candy are distributed. If this isn’t 
the most modern and convincing dia- 
lectical educational practice, then we 
give up. S. K. 





> wa 


— 






ughlin 7 


yS ago 
lusion: 
=n the 


ughlin 
nounce 
etween 


3,000 


ct we 
rpreta- 
ion in 
sional 
smber, 
which 
lidate, 
sand 
> con- 
t dis- 
ict re- 
eople 
in a 
> Jew- 


1 man 
wing 
offer 
it is 
e, of 
dlican 
Jews. 
eenth 
1 Jew 
eel a 
there- 
wder. 
eived 


God 


quite 
proof 
aking 
God 
own. 

and 
antly 
there 


r this 
But 
pied 
> X- 
fact 
chil- 
2ach- 
dren 
r are 
andy 
dren 
talin 
ndy. 
skets 
isn’t 
dia- 
we 


ie 





Marcu, 1940 


Editorials of the Month 





Restrictions on Jewish Land 
Purchases in Palestine 





ON WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 28TH, THE BRITISH 
Colonial Office announced the new regulations 
governing transfer of land in Palestine. Recent 
assurances on the part of responsible circles in 
England that no attempt would be made to en- 
force the infamous White Paper of last May as 
long as the war goes on, did not come true. It 
appears that within the British Cabinet there tri- 
umphed those elements which look upon the pres- 
ent war period as a favorable moment to deliver a 
mortal blow at Zionism and Jewish hopes. In the 
background of this attitude there lies the ‘‘noble”’ 
assumption that Jews are not now in a position to 
resist and that no matter what England does now, 
they must support it in its conflict with Nazism. 

According to the new regulations Palestine is to 
be divided into three uneven zones. In the first 
one (including the municipal areas and the coastal 
plain from Tantura to the southern border of the 
Ramleh district) no restrictions on land sale will 
be introduced. In the second zone, including the 
hill region and certain areas in the south, Jews will 
be entirely prohibited from buying land. In the 
remaining third zone limitations on land transfers 
will be enforced and only in exceptional cases will 
Jews be allowed to buy land. 

It is difficult at this time to evaluate the exact 
scope of this decree since the boundaries of the 
three zones were (perhaps intentionally) but 
vaguely defined. Until these regulations will be 
illustrated by a map, it will be hard to say just 
what “‘certain districts’? mean or how wide the 
“coastal plain” is. The new regulations bear a 
political and executive rather than a legal char- 
acter. The High Commissioner is assigned wide 
authority to interpret the exact size of each of the 
zones. ‘These are typical regulations of British 
colonial administration which empower the highest 
official of the territory to use his own sense of jus- 
tice and social need. But no matter how flexible 
these regulations may be they leave no doubt of 
the ultimate intention to stop the growth of the 
Jewish national home, reduce the Jewish com- 
munity to a relatively small minority and limit the 
economic possibilities of Palestine as a center ab- 
sorbing masses of Jewish immigrants. Even with- 
out a detailed map it becomes evident that es- 
pecially those parts of Palestine which contain 
much uncultivated land are closed to Jewish agri- 
cultural colonization. 

It is true that these regulations contain numer- 
ous loopholes. But it would be idle to put our 


trust in the ‘good intentions’’ of the executors of 
the new decree when the entire sense of these regu- 
lations is to provide the extremist Arab national- 
ists with an assurance that England is ready to 
liquidate Zionism. ‘Therein lies our danger, even 
more than in the actual details of the regulations. 
In introducing the principle of the restrictions the 
colonial office identifies itself with those who have 
claimed that Jewish colonization harms the eco- 
nomic interests of the Arabs and that the latter 
must be “‘protected’’ from Jewish infiltration. The 
new decree is thus tantamount to a moral condem- 
nation of Zionism with which the colonial office 
wishes to acquire the friendship of certain Arab 
groups. Should an outsider read the regulations 
he would gain the impression that Zionism is an in- 
vasion of a greedy horde which seeks to destroy 
the welfare of the native population and that 
Britain has assumed the noble humanitarian role 
of saving Palestine’s Arabs from economic des- 
truction. 

We are informed from London that certain 
government circles are aware how shameful are 
the contents and the tone of the new regulations 
and how undeserved is this latest blow to the Jew- 
ish people. These circles therefore try to sweeten 
the bitter pill now being forced down our throats 
by England. They therefore tell us that in south- 
ern Palestine title to much of the land has not yet 
been established and Jews may yet hope to be able 
to acquire considerable stretches for colonizing 
their immigrants. (During the 23 years of their 
administration of Palestine the British have not 
found time to make the necessary investigations. ) 
Furthermore, they say, Jews are interested in har- 
monious relations with their Arab neighbors. 
Should unlimited right to buy land be retained, it 
might lead to further outbreaks on the part of the 
Arabs. In addition we are told that concentration 
of the Jews in certain areas may yet lead to the 
establishment of a federated state, part of which 
would be a Jewish autonomous district. 


But all these consoling interpretations of Eng- 
lishmen with an uneasy conscience cannot compen- 
sate for the shameful status which the new regula- 
tions impose upon Palestine Jews. No matter 
how interpreted, the fact remains that these regu- 
lations deprive Palestine Jews of civil rights and 
relegate them to the status of second rate citizens. 
In both zones 2 and 3 land transfer as such is not 
forbidden. Arabs will be permitted to sell all or 
part of their land but not to Jews, or, to use the 
expression of the colonial office, not to a person 
who is other than a Palestine Arab. Citizenship 
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in Palestine is thus not sufficient to guarantee 
equal rights; one must also belong to a certain 
race. And this racial principle is to be enforced in 
Palestine by the Colonial Office which administers 
the country on the basis of an international man- 
date which specifically states: 


“No discrimination of any kind shall be 
made between the inhabitants of Palestine on 
the ground of race, religion or language.” 


(Article 5 of the Mandate) 


Colonial Secretary MacDonald is apparently 
convinced that when Hitler breaks international 
laws, it is a crime, but when England does the 
same, it is a noble deed deserving the highest com- 
mendation. 


We know what these regulations will mean for 
us in the long run, should they remain effective. 
We are also aware of their consequences for the 
Arabs. It would be senséless to believe that the 
new decree will improve the economic situation of 
the Arab peasantry. Those who must sell some or 
all of their land will continue to do so, but as a 
result of the restricted number of buyers (since 
these can be only Arab and Palestinian) the land 
will be sold for a very low price. Arabs will find it 
immeasurably difficult to obtain credit on their 
land which they cannot freely sell, since even Arab 
banks must consider the potential value of land 
which cannot be sold to the highest bidder. Arab 
peasants will thus be forced to depend on usurers 
or speculators for credit. The new regulations 
which are supposed to protect the Arab peasant 
can only lead to this, that in time the land of the 
poorer Arabs will be acquired by the rich, feudal 
Arab families or by Arab usurers. Instead of be- 
ing able to sell part of his land for a high price and 
invest this money to improve his remaining land 
and thus raise his standard of living—as happened 
for years as a result of Jewish colonization—the 
Arab peasant will now become even more depend- 
ent on the rich baronial landowners and his condi- 
tion will become almost hopeless. 

The new regulations may be a political plum for 
certain Arab politicians. But this plum bears the 
seed of economic ruin for the poorer sections of 
the Arab population. Jews cannot accept these 
regulations because they aim to hinder the growth 
of the Jewish homeland, because they deprive 
them of civil equality, because they destroy inter- 
national agreements and are opposed to the letter 
and the spirit of the: mandate under which Eng- 
land rules the country. Arabs will learn to oppose 
the regulations because they impose a strangulat- 
ing hand on their economic development. 

The new regulations are objectively doomed. 
They cannot be applied for long because the eco- 
nomic forces of Palestine cannot be stopped for- 
ever. 


Civil Liberties Union Is Consistent 





THIS MONTH MARKED THE DISAPPEARANCE FROM 
the American scene of another Communist 
“transmission belt” organization—the American 
League for Peace and Democracy. This body 
was organized in 1933 as a league “against war 
and fascism’’. Later in its career it changed its 
name and during the heyday of Communist popu- 
lar frontism succeeded in harnessing the enthusi- 
asm of many naive and well meaning Americans. 
After the Nazi-Soviet pact it became increasingly 
evident to many members of the “League” that 
to continue at this time to fight for peace and 
democracy together with Communists would be 
an absurd contradiction. Officially it was an- 
nounced that the “League” was disbanding be- 
cause of the new ‘international developments. 
While the adherents of the Kremlin will no doubt 
try to form some other organization to take the 
place of the defunct “League for Peace and 
Democracy” (beginnings are already being made 
in a number of cities in the form of so-called “pro- 
tection of inalienable rights committees”) it is 
not likely that many true liberals will be snared 
by their high sounding aims. The political land- 
scape of progressive America is thus rid of another 
body that acted as a false front for a dictatorial 
ideology. 


Of much greater significance than the disband- 
ing of the League for Peace and Democracy are 
the developments within the American Civil 
Liberties Union. On February 5 the national com- 
mittee of the Union decided to bar Communists 
as well as Nazis and fascists from holding office 
in this organization. This decision was upheld by 
the Board of Directors of the organization. The 
Civil Liberties Union neither wishes nor is able 
to bar communists from membership in the or- 
ganization. It merely points out the absurdity of 
allowing Communists or other totalitarian minded 
people to hold office in an organization devoted to 
defense of civil freedom. 


The defeated minority and the Communist 
press at once raised a cry of protest against this 
decision. How, they ask, can an organization de- 
voted to the defense of individuals and minorities 
discriminate against people because of their politi- 
cal convictions? It is hard to decide whether this 
question is a result of extreme naivete or calculated 
demagogy. For it is obvious that the defense of 
democratic principles and the rights of minorities 
cannot be entrusted to people who support gov- 
ernments that destroy these same principles. Men 
and women who look forward to dictatorship as 
the only salvation for mankind, who justify purges 
and executions without trial and who glorify ag- 
gression against weaker neighbors cannot be trust- 
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ed with the defense of the civil rights of the Amer- 
ican people. 

The barring of Communists and fascists from 
office in the Civil Liberties Union in no way af- 
fects the spirit of tolerance of that organization. 
Every citizen has the right to be an atheist with- 
out being punished for his convictions. But one 
who is an atheist should not complain of intoler- 
ance if he is not appointed pastor of a church. 
One who goes hunting every Sunday has no right 
to complain of discrimination if he is refused mem- 
bership in a vegetarian society. 


The Civil Liberties Union will continue to de- 
fend the civil rights of Communists whenever 
these rights will be infringed upon. But this will 
be done without the aid of Communists or fascists 
who suppress these same rights wherever they 
gain power. 


British Labor's Peace Aims 





THE QUESTION OF WHAT KIND OF PEACE WILL 
follow the present war has been bothering 
many people in both belligerent as well as neutral 
countries. The experiences of the first war and 
the sad end which met the “noble principles” of 
that conflict are still fresh in the minds of 
many who are today’earnestly concerned with the 
outcome of the present struggle. The manifesto 
issued by the British Labor Party on February 8 
is therefore significant and interesting as a key to 
the sentiments of British labor. This manifesto is 
particularly important since the British Labor 
Party is today practically the only strong and un- 
hampered spokesman of labor on the European 
continent. The Socialist International appears to 
be doomed to inactivity for a long time to come 
while the French Socialist party is forced to work 
under difficult conditions of wartime restrictions. 


The first thing to catch the attention in the 
Manifesto is its firm tone of opposition to a half 
way compromise peace. There is no dearth of 
professional peace makers in England, among up- 
per class tory circles even more than among work- 
ers, who urge the conclusion of any kind of peace. 
If the war will break out in greater earnest this 
spring, as some predict, the number of these peace- 
makers will no doubt be still further increased. 
The declaration of the Labor Party that it is 
opposed to any peace with Germany as long as the 
Nazi regime remains in power is therefore of 
great importance. The aims of the present war 
can be attained, according to the Manifesto, 
through a military or economic victory or, better 
still, through a victory of the German people over 
the Nazi regime and the rebirth of a new demo- 
cratic Germany. The Labor Party may justly 
claim to be no less pacifist than any of the other 
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groups but it recognizes that any agreement with 
Hitler or even with some other leader who is an 
exponent of Nazism would not solve the problems 
that brought about the present war and would 
merely amount to a temporary truce. 

The Manifesto is addressed not only to the 
English workers but also to the Germans, who 
may hasten the end of the war by putting an end 
to the Nazi regime. It therefore promises that 
if a) civilized government will be established in 
Germany, the British Labor Party will guard 
against the imposition of vengeful or humiliating 
peace conditions and will combat every plan for 
the breaking up of Germany or ostracism on the 
part of its neighbors. 

It is well known in Germany that broad circles 
in France regret the mildness of the peace of 
Versailles and advocate the breaking up of Ger- 
many after the present war into numerous small 
principalities that could not again be a threat to 
their neighbors. As the war goes on and the sacrifi- 
ces increase, this attitude will no doubt gain addi- 
tional adherents both in France and England. But 
such plans only play into the hands of the Nazi re- 
gime. Even Germans who were lukewarm in their 
love for the Nazis or outright opponents of the re- 
gime are likely to be won over to patriotism when 
confronted with such possible outcomes of defeat. 
In this connection there is the characteristic case 
of Pastor Niemoller who has been in prison for 
several years for opposing the Nazi regime, but 
after the war broke out he petitioned the hated 
government to allow him to return to service in 
the navy where he commanded a submarine in 
the last war. Many other Germans no doubt 
feel likewise that despite their opposition to Hitler 
they would rather have the Nazi regime than a 
dismembered Germany. 

The clear statement of policy of British Labor 
in this question is therefore a manifestation of a 
high degree of political morality which will win 
the sympathy of many people in the neutral lands 
and also in Germany. It is also a practical step in 
the direction of mature and farseeing states- 
manship. 

But it is necessary to remark here that so far 
as many other questions are concerned the Mani- 
festo of British Labor suffers from an ailment 
common to many other pronouncements—ambi- 
guity. It is obvious that the coming peace will not 
only have to decide the fate of Germany and the 
territories it conquered. In order to assure a last- 
ing peace it will also be necessary to solve some 
long standing problems pertaining to colonial 
areas and the imperialistic aims of some large 
powers. This solution will not be achieved by a 
mere redistribution of possessions which will in 
turn result in new conflicts and aspirations for 
Lebensraum on the part of “wronged” countries. 
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To this question we find no clear answer in the 
Manifesto. It contains generalizations about an 
association or a commonwealth of states whose 
authority should be greater than that of individual 
sovereign countries and even of limiting arma- 
ments to the requirements of ordinary police 
duties. But the Manifesto does not say how this is 
to be achieved. 

British Labor is duty bound to work out a clear 
answer to these questions. It is not unlikely that 
after the war, or even in the course of it, Labor 
may come to the head of the British government. 
Its potential role as leader of the English people 
imposes upon it the obligation to announce a clear 
program of action. The sooner this is done the 
better. 


True To Form 





IN THE ‘NEW YORK TIMES” OF FEBRUARY 3, 
Joseph Levy, its correspondent in Palestine and 
Egypt, gave voice to the complaints of the Pales- 
tine Farmers’ Union, the organization of orange 
growers. The orange planters again complain of 
their sad lot in having to employ Jewish labor 
which, according to them, is both moré expensive 
and less productive. They have again come to see 
the blessings of international brotherhood and de- 
mand the reintroduction of cheap and unorganized 
Arab labor into their plantations. As if this noble 
argument were not enough, some of the planters 
broadly hinted to Mr. Levy that the Histadruth, 
Jewish federation of labor in Palestine, has even 
more far-reaching aims. The aim of the Histad- 
ruth, they say, is to force the planters into bank- 
ruptcy so that the workers could take over the 
groves and at once carry out the social revolution. 

It is necessary to deal at some length with this 
question because the orange growing industry is 
of such importance in Palestine’s economic life as 
a significant source of income and employment and 
also because these efforts of the owners to oust 
or boycott Jewish workers have been repeated on 
a number of previous occasions. 

It is true that the condition of the orange grow- 
ing industry in Palestine is not favorable today. 
The outbreak of war and the consequent difficul- 
ties in shipping and marketing the fruit may re- 
duce the export of the fruit to fifty per cent of 
this year’s crop. Nevertheless there have also 
been some favorable developments which make the 
growers’ demagogic cry of “‘social revolution” ap- 
pear ridiculous. It is quite probable that ‘“im- 
perial preference” will soon be obtained for the 
marketing of the fruit; strong efforts have also 
been made to obtain loans for the growers to help 
tide them over the present difficult period. The 
Jewish Agency (in which labor plays a deciding 
role) has been most active in both these efforts. 
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Were Palestine labor really out to socialize the 
groves at this time, as some planters claim, they 
would have remained passive in the present crisis 
of the orange growing industry. They would have 
declared to the growers: “Some years ago you 
made large profits; today your situation is critical. 
That is your headache; do what you can.” But 
this was not the case. In addition to the efforts 
of the Jewish Agency the Histadruth has recog. 
nized the difficult situation of the growers and 
has on many occasions indicated its readiness and 
willingness to cooperate for the benefit of all 
parties concerned. 


The present attempt of the Palestine orange 
growers to deprive thousands of Jewish workers 
of employment is but one link in a long chain of 
similar discrimination cloaked in noble phrases 
of self pity and international brotherhood. Dur- 
ing the Arab riots of 1921 they swore to employ 
Jewish labor. Shortly after peace was reestablished 
they forgot their oath and it was only with the 
greatest of difficulties that a Jew could obtain 
work in their groves. The same thing happened 
during the riots of 1929 and again at the outbreak 
of Arab terrorism nearly four years ago. When 
Arabs, incited by their chauvinist and fascist lead- 
ers, burned groves, uprooted thousands of trees 
and sniped at every Jew, not excluding their for- 
mer employers, the growers were ready to employ 
Jews to cultivate and guard their plantations. Now 
that a good measure of peace has been reestab- 
lished, they forget who it was that worked their 
groves under the fire of the terrorists and again 
place their personal eagerness for gain above the 
interests and the needs of the Jewish workers and 
the thousands of refugees who stream into Pales- 
tine in search of a life of security and productive 
work. 


The attitude of the growers is not surprising. 
Their attempts to utilize the present difficult eco- 
nomic situation in Palestine for their own narrow 
group interests will be energetically fought. The 
orange growing industry has developed to such 
an extent that it can no longer be considered as 
a purely private matter. It has become a national 
asset which can contribute much not only to the 
welfare of the community in Palestine but also 
toward the alleviation of the tragic and pressing 
Jewish emigration problem through absorbing im- 
migrants from Europe into productive work. If 
the growers thought that a statement of their one- 
sided grievances in the New York Times would 
be of help, they have miscalculated. The non- 
Jewish reader of the Times is but little interested 
in this matter. The Jewish readers of the Times 
know how to evaluate their attitude at this time. 
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Nazi Savagery in Poland 


AN EYEWITNESS ACCOUNT OF OCCUR- 
RENCES IN WARSAW AND OTHER POLISH 
CITIES UNDER NAZI DOMINATION. 





by Menachem Treist 


J 

| HAVE just succeeded in escaping from Warsaw, 

the most hellish spot in the world at this time. 
The city has become unrecognizable; its people, 
particularly the Jews, go about as shadows. The 
torments of the Polish Jews under Nazi rule sur- 
pass description. There is neither law nor com- 
passion for the Jews. Jewish property, life and 
dignity are at the mercy of every Nazi hooligan 
and the criminal audacity of the latter increases 
daily. 

From the first days of the occupation of Poland, 
the backward elements of the population, who had 
received their education from the Polish anti- 
Semitic press, began to indulge their instincts. 
New opportunities opened before them to pillage 
the hated Jews. The destruction of their home- 
land and the loss of their independence concerned 
them but little and the anger they felt toward 
their defeated government they vented on the 
heads of their Jewish compatriots. 

Hitler’s agents visited those Polish politicians 
who were known to have admired the Nazi regime 
before the war and to have sought a rapproche- 
ment between Poland and Germany. An effort was 
made to induce these politicians to establish some 
ruling council to take the place of the defeated 
government. When these attempts failed all res- 
traint was cast to the winds. Upper Silesia, Posen, 
Pomerania and such purely Polish districts as 
Lodz, Plotsk and Kutno were annexed to the Reich 
and their Jewish inhabitants were expelled. At 
first the Jews were asked to pay large sums as 
indemnities and often only a few hours were al- 
lowed them to raise the money. Every Jewish 
family was allowed to retain only 2,000 Zloty 
(about $300.00) in cash. The balance was to be 
deposited in banks from which they were permit- 
ted to withdraw only 500 Zloty a month. The 
Nazis were but little concerned how the Jews 
were to raise the indemnities imposed upon them. 
In Warsaw they refused to accept checks on bank 
deposits and demanded cash. When these demands 
could not be carried out the Germans shot one 
or more Jews and later announced that these were 
shot for possessing arms, resisting the army or 
refusing to do forced labor. 

Thus a fine of 300,000 Zloty was imposed on 
Warsaw’s Jews in punishment for the murder 
of a Polish policeman on 9 Nalewki St., although 
the investigation failed to indicate any guilt on 


their part. Immediately after the shooting several 
truck-loads of Germans appeared at the house and 
arrested about fifty three Jews found in it. Among 
the arrested were people who did not live in that 
house but were there only on accidental visits. As 
the trucks approached Polish street peddlers came 
rushing in hope of getting loot, a daily occurence 
in Warsaw. Before the fine was paid the repre- 
sentatives of the Jewish community in Warsaw 
were assured that the fifty three people were alive 
in prison. But as soon as the fine was collected 
the front page of the Nazi paper Nowy Kurier 
W arshawski announced that: 

“Fifty three Jews were shot in Warsaw for the 
murder of a Polish policeman and public opinion 
will properly appreciate the punishment meted out 
by the German authorities who rightly value the lives 
of Polish policemen.” 

The command was then issued that Jews must 
wear a yellow badge. In some cities it was ordered 
that the yellow badge with the inscription “Jew” 
should be worn on the sleeve. In others a three 
cornered badge with the same inscription was to 
be worn on the back. In many small cities Jews 
were prohibited to use the sidewalks and were 
ordered to remove their hats before every passing 
German. 

New inventions for terrorizing the Jews were 
constantly thought of. An attempt was made to 
segregate the Jews of Warsaw into a ghetto. This 
decree was later postponed because of the typhus 
epidemic which was raging in the city for over two 
months. During the siege and storming of the 
city which lasted three weeks many people hid in 
basements without food. In the succeeding weeks 
there was a shortage of water and soap. It is 
therefore no wonder that the epidemic broke out. 
To this day there is a shortage of doctors. All 
the hospitals are crowded with typhus cases and 
the number of fatalities is in the thousands. 


To these calamities there was added the expul- 
sion of masses of Jews from many cities and 
towns. The expulsion from the small towns oc- 
curred in different manners. In some places only 
two hours time was allowed the Jews to leave 
their homes, and they were permitted to take 
with them only a small handbag containing some 
food and a change of linen. From one town the 
Jews were expelled to the accompaniment of 
classical music. 

In Plotsk the printers of one of the publishing 
houses were locked up and held incommunicado for 








three days. During this time they were forced 
to print various new regulations in the form of 
leaflets announcing that Jews are barred from 
trade and ownership of shops and must leave the 
city. The printing of these orders was done secret- 
ly to prevent the wealthier Jews from saving any 
of their possessions. 

In Mlawa the Gestapo agents invented a new 
stratagem for humiliating the Jews each of whom 
was assigned a number, in the manner of prison- 
ers, and was forced to wear it embroidered on the 
sleeve. 


In Jewish homes there is no security by day or 
by night. At any hour “they” are liable to come 
pounding on the doors with the butts of their 
rifles. If the doors are not opened at once, they 
are broken down by force. Watches and rings are 
ripped off hands, clothes and bedspreads are taken 
from beds and hangers. The best furnishings of 
Jewish homes are removed and taken to unknown 
destinations. All this the Germans do systematical- 
ly. Some houses are visited several times and the 
Jewish inhabitants are ordered to prepare certain 
articles for the following visit. In addition they 
command the Jews to deliver the articles thus con- 
fiscated. When a Warsaw jewelry merchant 
named Luxemburg refused to obey the command, 
he was brutally beaten and imprisoned. Several 
days later it was announced that he had been shot 
for possessing arms. 


During the morning hours Jews are afraid to 
appear on the streets because armed soldiers 
posted on the corners draft them for forced labor 
and cut Jewish beards with tailors’ shears. Jews 
dressed in western European garb are asked to 
show their identification papers. Those detained 
are taken to unannounced destinations where they 
are forced to do hard labor. Often they are 
made to clean army latrines with their bare hands. 

When the Germans noticed that Jews refrain 
from appearing on the streets, they began to visit 
the houses and draft the people for work. In 
recent days women were also drafted for work in 
this manner. In one of the houses on Schwentojer- 
ska Street more than twenty women were drafted. 
They were taken into the home of H. Mauser, for- 
merly head of the Jewish community and now 
living abroad. There they were commanded to 
remove all the pictures from the walls and all 
the valuables from the closets. When this work 
was finished the Gestapo agents ordered some of 
the younger women into another room where they 
were raped. Some of these unfortunate women 
were left unconscious. 


A particularly revolting atrocity was committed 
by the Nazis in Otwotsk, a town near Warsaw. 
Twenty German soldiers entered the house of a 
Jewish resident of that town whose wife was 
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known for her beauty. In the presence of her 
husband the woman was raped by all twenty 
soldiers. That same night she was taken to a 
hospital in a serious condition. 

In the same city the popular author Urka 
Nachalnik and two of his neighbors were shot. 
One of these left a young widow and an eight day 
old son. The other had supplied the German army 
during the first world war. All three were innocent 
and their execution took place under the following 
circumstances. When the Polish army retreated 
from Otwotsk, stores of arms and ammunition 
were buried in the ground.. When the Germans 
announced the death penalty for possessing knowl- 
edge of hidden arms, Urka Nachalnik and his 
two neighbors informed the local militia of the 
hidden stores. They were ordered to deliver the 
arms to the militia. Under the fire of the battle 
still raging on the outskirts of the town they at- 
tempted to carry out the command. But when 
the firing became too intense, they were forced to 
throw away the case of arms and seek protection. 
They later returned to find the arms missing. 
After some days it became known that Polish boys 
had found the arms and hidden them. Urka and 
his neighbors were questioned by the Germans and 
related the events as they had occurred. The 
three were then taken to the hidden cache of 
arms. A mock trial was enacted and they were 
sentenced to death. After being subjected to ter- 
rible tortures they were taken to a nearby wood 
and shot. 


In this town still another occurrence took place. 
The Cafe Asturia was entered by Germans who 
ordered thirty Jews to follow them. Although 
nothing suspicious was found on them, they were 
taken to the Gestapo offices where they were ac- 
cused of illegally trading in foreign currency. Then 
they were asked how many were ready to go to 
work. About half of them responded in the affir- 
mative. These were at once ordered to dig a 
common grave for the others all but three of whom 
were shot and buried in it. 


II 


Polish Jews live in constant terror of being 
exiled to the proposed “reservation” around Lub- 
lin. Rumors of the establishment of this reserva- 
tion began to circulate from the first days of the 
occupation. In the meantime new tortures are 
being devised. The latest plan is to rope off 
streets inhabited by Jews for 48 hours for the 
purpose of carrying out extensive searches. These 
searches originated in Cracow where the head- 
quarters of the German occupied zone are located. 
In Warsaw the searches began on December 14, 
in the narrow Mila Street. When the establish- 
ment of a ghetto in Warsaw was being considered, 
this street was cut off from the others with barbed 
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wire. After the ghetto plan was temporarily 
shelved the Germans put up posts around the 
district which was to constitute the ghetto. These 
posts bore the incription: “German soldiers are 
forbidden to enter because of the typhus 
epidemic.” Fears were at once felt that these posts 
were to be used as supports for a barbed wire 
fence that was to inclose the ghetto. German 
sanitation authorities explained that in putting up 
these posts it was intended to keep the soldiers 
away from “race defilement’’ through contact 
with Jewish women. Actually the appearance of 
the posts was the signal for mobs of Germans to 
invade the Jewish streets and rob their homes. 
Beyond the posts the German soldiers knew they 
would meet with no interference nor hindrance. 

From that day the number of attacks on Jewish 
women increased. Germans entered Jewish homes 
on pretext of searching for foreign currency and 
in the meantime ordered the women into separate 
rooms where they were commanded to disrobe. 
In Lodz Jewish women were being seized on the 
streets and taken to unannounced destinations. 
The German authorities referred to this as “work 
draft.” Actually they were forced to submit to 
German officers and soldiers. 


Lodz is a city of 700,000 inhabitants of which 
200,000 are Jews, 300,000 Germans and the 
balance Poles. Lodz was famous throughout the 
world for its textile industries. Shortly after the 
occupation of the city ‘‘Aryan” commissars were 
installed in the factories owned by Jews. These 
officials did not even allow the owners the 250 
Zloty a week which the law permitted them to 
withdraw. Jewish manufacturers were forced to 
give the Germans a complete inventory of the 
raw materials in their possession and were not 
allowed to process these materials without special 
permission. But no such permits were ever 
granted to Jews. The “Aryan” commissars de- 
manded a complete list of the employees and 
immediately ordered all Jewish employees to be 
discharged from factories owned by Jews and 
built with Jewish capital. 

Near Lodz there is another industrial center 
in Zgerzh. A fine of 200,000 Zloty was imposed 
on the Jews of that town despite the fact that 
there were but few people of means in the com- 
munity. Under pressure the Jews succeeded in 
raising 100,000 Zloty in cash; the balance was 
paid from invested savings. 

Every Jew who was ever active in communal 
affairs was arrested. The same was also true 
of the Poles, more than one thousand of whom 
were imprisoned. One of the German command- 
ers, Oberhauer, openly declared: ‘We have no 
Jewish question. The Jews will be annihilated 
and the Poles must learn that they are our serv- 
ants and we are their masters.” 
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On the occasion of the Polish national celebra- 
tion on November 11, this commander ordered the 
demolition of the statue of Kosciusco which stood 
in Liberty Square in Lodz. In order to enrage the 
Poles still further and to direct their anger against 
the Jews, he ordered several hundred Jews to 
appear in the square and commanded them to 
dance and to sing Hatikvah. The Germans then 
filmed this spectacle to show to Poles in other 
cities that Jews were happy at the destruction of 
the statue of their national hero. 


The Germans in Lodz have a weakness for 
such spectacles. Thus they ordered 500 Jews to 
come to the large synagogue with their prayer 
shawls and phylacteries. Candles were lit and a 
cantor was commanded to intone prayers. This 
scene was also filmed in an attempt to “disprove” 
the public burning of another synagogue on Kos- 
ciusco Street in Lodz. 


The Nazis made still another film. Several 
hunderd Jews were invited to a hall. They were 
made to sit about tables laden with food and were 
ordered to pick up the food and pretend to eat it, 
while the photographs were being taken, but. not 
ta taste of it under threat of severe punishment. 

* * * 


All work and occupations have ceased. Persecu- 
tion and attempts to evade the tormentors mon- 
opolize all attention, time and effort. Confronted 
with the constant threat of death, all other matters 
lost significance. An attempt is made to satisfy 
current needs through selling those articles still 
not confiscated by the Germans. 


Many will honestly ask: ‘How is it possible to 
live under such conditions?” I will repeat the 
question current among Jews in Poland: “How 
can people abroad know of this ocean of blood 
and tears and remain indifferent?” 


The eyes of Polish Jews turn overseas for aid 
and especially to the Jews of the United States. 
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Psychoanalysis and Moral Pessimism 


AN EVALUATION OF THE FORCES OF MORAL. 
ITY INHERENT IN HUMAN NATURE AND THEIR 
PROMISES FOR A FUTURE ETHICAL SOCIETY, 





by Hayim Greenberg 


I 


NE OF the chief accusations levelled against 
psychoanalysis was its ethical pessimism. It 
was pointed out that according to Freud’s teachings 
the very nature of man is amoral, if not anti- 
moral, and this leaves no hope that man would at 
some time begin to live and behave according to 
the spirit of genuine moral values. Freud him- 
self provided sufficient occasions for such accusa- 
tions. In a number of works he described our 
civilization, especially the elements of ethics in it, 
as entirely or largely a matter of social compulsion 
applied to the chaotic, savage and grasping lusts 
of the individual. But he did not always agree 
with his critics that his teachings must lead to 
despair and that the conclusions to be derived 
from the psychoanalytic school must be radically 
pessimistic. Thus he complains in his “General 
Introduction to Psychoanalysis” that many have 
misunderstood him. He stressed the evil in human 
nature, he claims, only because other sentimental 
thinkers and authors sought to cover it up and 
thus made human spiritual life more incompre- 
hensible instead of nobler. His critics, he says, 
did not sufficiently appreciate the censorship pro- 
cesses which he discovered in the human psyche. 
Much evil within us is repressed, censored and 
masked, but our very possession of such an inner 
censoring force, Freud believed, confirmed our 
possession of a more or less genuine or organic 
tendency toward “good”. In his treatise on war 
and death he found it necessary to point out that 
the existence of marked “evil” desires in children 
is often a pre-condition for tendencies to be 
“good” in the adult; unbearably egotistic children 
often mature into kind and self sacrificing citizens 
and the majority of those obsessed with feelings 
of compassion and prevention of cruelty derived 
their greatest pleasure during childhood from tor- 
menting living creatures, so Freud believed. That 
psychoanalysis is not as pessimistic as some im- 
agine, Freud strongly stressed in his intriguing 
treatise ‘“The Ego and the “Id”: 


“Psychoanalysis was accused on countless occa- 
sions of ignoring the higher moral and spiritual 
side of human nature. This accusation is doubly 
unjustified, on the grounds of history as well as 
methodology. The function of repressing certain 
frequently evil desires we ascribed from the begin- 


ning to the moral and esthetic tendencies of the 


ego. Secondly, certain critics refused to under- 
stand that psychoanalytic investigation could not 
come out at once with a completely finished and 
rounded theory which could be compared to a phil- 
osophical system; that it had-to find its way step by 
step, examining the delicate complexities of the 
human spirit and operating with an analytical scal- 
pel both in psychically normal as well as in ab- 
normal manifestations . .. But now we can answer 
all those whose moral feelings were shocked and 
who argued (against us) that there must certainly 
be a higher nature in man: that is correct, and that 
higher nature can be seen in the ideals of the ego 
or in the super ego.” 


But we are not obliged to accept Freud’s op- 
inions of his own teachings. Whether the theories 
of psychoanalysis lead to ethical pessimism or not 
does not depend on polemical declarations which 
Freud has made at one time or another in response 
to critics and opponents but on its basic assump- 
tions. When Freud invokes the ideals of the ego 
or the super-ego as proof that his teachings de- 
tract nothing from man’s moral grandeur, we 
should first of all analyze the character and func- 
tions of the super-ego as conceived by Freud, and 
see whether it really contains sources of genuine 
morality. 


How does Freud understand the term “super 
ego”? 

I will first briefly sketch Freud’s anatomy of the 
mental personality. The individual “consists” of 
three parts: the id, the ego and the super-ego. 
The boundaries between one part and another 
naturally are not as clear and exact as the boun- 
daries between ordinary anatomical organs. In 
psychic anatomy the parts are not arranged in 
topographical order, so to speak; their boundaries 
are often vague and one part may penetrate and 
influence another. The “id”, a term borrowed 
by Freud from Nietzsche, is the impersonal ele- 
ment in one’s being, the elemental, unorganized, 
blindly wild, unthinking drive of the instincts and 
impulses. The id is non-rational, unethical, in- 
satiable and neither knows nor wishes to know 
of any hindrances in its way; the id cannot con- 
ceive of punishment for acts committed and re- 
presents unbridled desire in human nature; the 
id is the glutton, the drunkard, the seeker after 
power and possessions, the rapist and the murderer 
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in us. Only a tendency toward superficial anal- 
ogies could have led one to find a similarity be- 
tween Freud’s “id” and Bergson’s “elan vital”. 
Bergson’s elan is a constructive force bearing with- 
in itself “secret wisdom” and the mystery of un- 
ending creative evolution, while Freud’s id is the 
eternal unprincipled fool. The id looks upon it- 
self as the only living entity, all others being 
merely objects to satisfy its lust for possession, 
pleasure, murder and destruction. Freud’s id is 
not only absolutely amoral but also scandalously 
impractical. It never knows, nor ever can know, 
how dangerous its lust drives are to its own ex- 
istence. There does not exist for it any relation- 
ship between action and its consequences. Were 
the id the only or the main factor in human life, 
society could not exist. Humanity would be trans- 
formed into a battlefield for blind forces, into a 
chaos of mutually annihilating and ultimately self- 
destroying impulses. The relatively few human 
examples in whom the id gains the upper hand be- 
come a danger to society and must be removed 
through physical destruction (execution) or social 
destruction (isolation). 

An entirely different function is fulfilled in our 
spiritual life by the ego. As Freud describes it, 
the ego is also far from being the perfect example 
of conduct and it would be risky to expect 
it to be the bearer of genuine moral values. 
Primarily the ego is the repository of experience 
within us, and its value consists to a great extent 
in its ability to accumulate these experiences. The 
ego is capable of learning from the past and there- 
fore has a certain ability to foresee the inevitable, 
the likely and the possible future. It would be no 
exaggeration to identify the. ego with the inte!- 
lect. The ego knows that the id is chaotic and in- 
capable of reckoning with the surrounding reality; 
it therefore assumes the role of overseer, guardian 
and censor over everything that seethes within the 
undisciplined id. The ego draws boundaries for 
the drives of the id in order to avoid sickness or 
dangerous collisions with the bearers of similar 
drives or with the objects of the drives themselves 
(since the id does not know that the object of its 
desire is often not only an object but also a being 
endowed with an id of its own, capable of punish- 
ing those who attack it). The ego possesses the 
empirical wisdom of experience. With the power 
of that wisdom the ego forces the id to make con- 
cessions from time to time and to renounce de- 
sires which may lead to conflict with the natural 
and social environment. In certain situations the 
ego even decrees a measure of asceticism. If we 
imagine the ego as exerting its influence on the 
id through convictions, its argumentation would 
not be ethical but utilitarian and legalistic. It would 
run something like the following: ‘‘Do not take 
this object which you desire for behind it stands 
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somebody whom you, eternal fool, do not wish 
to encounter. That somebody will hit you over 
the head with a club; in addition he has arranged 
with others like himself to pool their forces for 
punishing anyone who takes something that does 
not belong to him. Repress your desire for that 
or some other woman because she has on her side 
an uncle, a brother, a husband or a lover, in ad- 
dition to anonymous society.”” The id often obeys 
these quasi moral commandments out of fear 
more than out of agreement. Only through fear 
does the ego succeed in bridling the id. In rela- 
tion to the id the ego is therefore a counselor and, 
if we may use the expression, a legal advisor. The 
ego is boss over the id and, paradoxically, also its 
servant. When the id refuses to heed the advice of 
the ego or its warning because the intensity of its 
desire is too great, the ego not infrequently sanc- 
tions the act; the ego is then not ashamed to play 
the role of a shyster lawyer and recommend to 
the id clever stratagems for gratifying its desire 
in such a manner that the controlling factors 
should remain unaware of the act or incapable of 
meting out punishment. In relation to certain 
excesses of the id, the ego simultaneously plays 
the role of the vice squad and the panderer. 
If it is true that were all people to be dominated 
by the id there could be no society, then it is 
equally true that if the ego were to dominate 
our entire spiritual life, then after a long period 
of development we would only attain the status 
of a “society of egoists for mutual protection’. 
At the foundation of such a society there would 
be the legal contract, since the control of the ego 
over the id is primarily legal and not ethical and 
the only behavior that the ego is capable of 
dictating is at best legitimate but not moral. (We 
take for granted the trite verity that the morality 
of even a socially useful act is gauged according 
to whether it was a result of a direct and spontan- 
eous desire to do the right thing). The ego too— 
as it was characterized by Freud—may therefore 
be eliminated as a possible source of genuine 


‘and unequivocal morality. Moral values cannot 


come from the unconscious or subconscious id nor 
from the morally apathetic but society conscious 
ego. 

We are therefore compelled to seek the springs 
of genuinely moral motives—if such exist—in the 
third part of our personality: the ego-ideal or the 
super-ego. (Freud employs these two terms in- 
terchangeably for one and the same concept.) 
If the id is blind passion and the ego is administer- 
ing intelligence, then the super ego is the seat of 
conscience. The criterion of the super ego is not 
the possible or impossible, the socially tolerated 
or the socially punishable, that which is healthful 
or that which is physiologically harmful and de- 
structive, but that which is allowed and that 
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which is prohibited, the beautiful and the ugly, the 
worthy and the unworthy. The super ego is both a 
certain standard ideal, according to which all 
actions should be governed, as well as the court 
which judges one’s personality for deviating from 
the standard and also grieves (and imparts its 
grief to the other parts of the personality) when 
an offence or an unworthy act had been committed. 
Regret, troubled conscience and repentance are 
manifestations that would be unthinkable were 
our personalities to consist merely of the id and 
the ego. After an amoral act the ego will re- 
main untroubled if it is sure that no one will find 
out or that for some reason no punishment will 
be inflicted. But the super ego knows of no un- 
punished transgressions; the super ego represents 
the inner judge from whom one cannot hide. 
Moods of depression and gloom, nervous ailments, 
shame, despair, and in especially extreme cases, 
insanity are the consequences of “sin”. 

After this characterization of the super ego 
we could complacently conclude that it is the na- 
tural and original source of genuine morality. The 
functions of the super ego, as described by Freud, 
could compensate us for the irresponsible nature 
of the id and for the moral hypocrisy of the ego, 
and we could then agree with Freud’s declaration 
that his teachings destroy none of the bases of 
our moral values and there is therefore no ground 
for pessimism. But the founder of psychoanalysis 
gave us not merely a description of the super ego 
but also its history. If Freud’s genealogy of the 
super ego is correct, than it is not a basic bio- 
psychological factor in humanity with its own laws 
of development but a result of social evolution, a 
product of civilization rather than a natural in- 
gredient in the makeup of humanity, something 
forced upon, or into, the human personality. While 
the id has been there from the very beginning, the 
super ego appeared rather late and, in a certain 
sense, merely reflects education and social com- 
pulsion. For that which we are wont to call 
conscience is, according to Freud, an inner exten- 
sion of the outer forces of criticism and threat of 
punishment. The positive and negative command- 
ments imposed upon the individual, first by parents 
and later by civilized society, exert a hypnotic in- 
fluence. The detective and punitive function of 
the group are transferred into one’s inner life 
and outward compulsion becomes transformed 
into inner compulsions. Many types of mentally 
afflicted persons suffer from a delusion that other 
people (or all other people) know their thoughts 
and actions and constantly observe them. Such 
mentally deranged people are often informed of 
the existence of an investigating and prosecuting 
factor by “voices”, and it is characteristic that 
these “voices” refer to the patients in the third 
person: “He thinks again of the same thing. He 


’ 


Freud claims that 


is going to that place again.’ 
these “‘voices’”’ are actually heard by the patient 


and that they are quite “real.” These are the 
voices of parents, teachers, religious mentors and 
society in general which the patient had often 
heard before and which had become permanently 
fixed in the patient’s ego or super ego. In his 
“Origin and Development of Moral Ideas” Wes- 
termark relates a conversation between a young 
member of an Australian tribe and the well known 
explorer Howell. The two discussed the types of 
food which are forbidden during the period when 
young tribesmen are being inducted into the adult 
society of the tribe. Howell then asked: ‘‘Imagine 
that you are very hungry and have an opportunity 
to kill one of the animals whose meat is forbidden, 
why shouldn’t you eat it if none of the older men 
see you?” “That I cannot do,” the young tribes- 
man answered, “that would be a bad thing to do.” 
In this instance Freud would have said that the 
eyes of the older men already look at this Austra- 
lian from within and that a reflection of their 
disapproval has already been transferred into 
his inner self; outer compulsion began to exert an 
influence in the form of inner conscience. In the 
last analysis Freud’s conscience or super ego thus 
appears to be masked compulsion and social hyp- 
notism. To the extent that this is the essence of con- 
science it is not original or innate but something 
introjected from the outside. We can therefore 
find no free and spontaneous morality even in the 
super ego, and the individual must always be 
subject to the desire to break the spiritual bonds 
with which society chained him, to liberate him- 
self from the “dybuk” which civilization implanted 
in him. If conscience is not native to the psyche 
but is a product of other factors then it can have 
no determining value according to a strict inter- 
pretation of Freud’s basic assumptions. A revolt 
against the “unnatural” conscience is always pos- 
sible and would be justifiable biologically. Freud’s 
anatomy of the mental personality thus leaves 
ample room for ethical pessimism, for the con- 
ception of ethical values as artificial or society 
made; the origin of the id is cosmic while the 
origin of the super ego is merely historical. 


II 
HEN WE consider Freud’s further detailed 


descriptions of the functions of conscience 
and its intensity, the suspicion arises that the found- 
er of psychoanalysis did not stop to think of the 
philosophical implications of his descriptions. 
Hardly any of the modern psychologists manifest- 
ed such an interest and capacity for observing the 
very important element in conscience—sense of 
guilt. (A deeper understanding of the sense of 
guilt we obtained mostly from artists, rather than 
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from professional psychologists.) Freud was the 
man who called our attention to the type of the 
“offender because of a sense of guilt.”* He gave 
us the key to the behavior of a certain type of 
children -who suddenly become “bad” with a 
definite although subconscious intention to evoke 
punishment because of their badness. Such chil- 
dren are motivated by a sense of guilt for some 
other act (which they frequently do not remem- 
ber) or by a sense of guilt without any cause and 
they will not calm down until they are punished. 
Freud might have found hints at such paradoxical 
commitment of punishable acts in Nietzsche’s 
speeches of Zarathustra, ‘but his own laboratory 
provided him with adequate material and in- 
triguing illustrations of this phenomenon. Thus 
he tells of one of his patients (“‘Die am Erfolge 
Scheitern”) who ran away from home while 
still a young and adventurous girl. In the course 
of her travels she met an artist who fell in love 
with her. For a long time the artist’s family 
refused to allow the two young people to be mar- 
ried. When the opposition of the family was 
finally overcome and the girl could have enjoyed 
her triumph, she became mentally ill. Her victory 
was transformed into a calamity for somewhere 
in her mind she bore a sense of guilt and consi- 
dered herself undeserving of happiness. Un- 
deserved happiness is unjustified and in this case 
justice triumphed through the girl’s insanity. In 
the same treatise we read of a university instructor 
who for a long time dreamed of gaining the office 
of an older colleague, an important professor. 
The professor suddenly died and the young in- 
structor was appointed to his position. But instead 
of enjoying his success the instructor was stricken 
with melancholy and could do no work for many 
years: something within him had known that in 
his dreams of advancement he had wished death 
for the professor. 


We mention these facts with a definite intention. 
They demonstrate a moral function which is too 
intense and thorough, which fixes the personality 
on one point too completely to justify Freud’s 
assumption that its power is borrowed from the 
outside and is not organically a part of the person- 
ality. In psychology, as in mechanics, a movement 
cannot possess a force greater than the one which 
brought it into being. Were conscience merely a 
form of inner compulsion it could not possess 
such astounding forces that manifest themselves 
in sick conscience. Education, social compulsion 
and inner brakes logically should result in legiti- 
mate behavior rather than in masochistic morality. 
In his last work concerning the origins of moral- 
ity and religion Henri Bergson mentioned the 
type of criminal who cannot control himself and 
returns to the scene of his crime as if in obedience 


* See Psychoanalitische Studien an Werken der Dichtung und Kunst. 
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to a fatal commandment. (He merely failed to 
mention that he learned of this phenomenon large- 
ly from Dostoievski.) The criminal returns so 
frequently that he is finally apprehended. Freud 
was also aware of such manifestations and in his 
estimation also this type of criminal seeks an op- 
portunity to be apprehended, to be punished and 
thus to calm the consciousness of guilt. How 
could the elders of the tribe, institutionalized re- 
ligion and civilization in general hypnotize one 
into such behavior if conscience were merely a 
gramophone playing the records inserted by the 
outside world, if the super ego or one’s personal- 
ity did not contain the germ of basic morality? 
(So far as the principle underlying such behavior 
is concerned it is unimportant whether the number 
thus affected is small or large.) 

Similar questions involuntarily arise also in 
connection with Freud’s conception of sublima- 
tion. That which he defines as the moral person- 
ality arises as a result of two processes. The 
warnings and threats of the ego curb or suppress 
some of the instinctive desires and the super ego 
sublimates to a higher plane of social usefulness 
or esthetic or religious creativeness some of the 
amoral energies of the id. A boy, for example, 
who derives pleasure from torturing animals and 
cutting them up to see what goes on within them 
may, under the influence of suitable conditions, 
grow up to be a surgeon and engage in research 
of anatomy and physiology. In Jewish literature 
we find an interesting case of sublimation in the 
works of Shalom Aleichem. For years Moshke 
the thief steals horses from neighboring peasants, 
but when a calamity occurs, a Jewish girl is kid- 
napped to a convent where she is baptized, and 
her parents look for someone who should rescue 
her out of the convent and take her across the 
border where she may live without a stigma of 
shame, Moshke is the one who finds the necessary 
moral courage to do so. His criminal energy in 
this case becomes sublimated into religious or at 
least socially useful energy. 


Freud attaches great therapeutic value to the 
process of sublimation. Mere suppression of de- 
sires and lusts only disorganizes the personality 
and leads to nervous and hysterical states of mind 
while sublimation rebuilds the personality and 
revitalizes it with health and productivity. 

But whence comes the necessary strength for 
sublimation? Naturally, sublimation is looked upon 
as a process of compensation. Through sublimating 
our feelings, inclinations and energies we com- 
pensate ourselves for the losses we have suffered 
through obeying the ego or super ego and depriv- 
ing ourselves of pleasures which we so much 
yearned for. A definite principle of economy op- 
erates in this case, according to Freud: I have 
renounced a pleasure for the sake of the ego or 
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super ego, I am therefore entitled to another 
pleasure in its stead. But here we may ask whether 
the new gratifications which we obtain through 
sublimation merely fill the place of others and are, 
in a sense, “ersatz”? pleasures, or they are inde- 
pendent experiences, original pleasures in them- 
selves, deriving their existence from a different 
plane of our being. Let us assume that a girl 
who had been raised as a Catholic is forced to 
renounce such intensive and basic natural func- 
tions as sex life and motherhood because of phy- 
sical unattractiveness or the desertion of the man 
she loved. Sometime later we hear that this 
girl became a nun and went to the Molokai island 
where she devotes her entire time serving and 
healing the isolated colony of lepers. We would 
say in such a case that the girl compensates her 
sexual deprivation and gives expression to her 
unfulfilled motherhood instincts in the tenderness 
which she lavishes daily on the unfortunate and 
often incurable patients. It will be said that we 
deal with a case of compensatory sublimation. 
But are we justified in declaring that the strange 
gratification which the nun derives from working 
among the lepers is merely a substitute for normal 
sexual life? If the substitute manifests greater 
psychic energy than the original and the com- 
pensating pleasure is more intense than the original 
pleasure would have been—as in this case—we 
may be justified in asking whether sublimation is 
a form of substitute gratification. From Schopen- 
hauer’s biography we know that he was most 
creative when he was sexually aroused and sup- 
pressed his erotic urges. But would we be justi- 
fied in concluding on the basis of this fact that his 
“world as will and idea” was merely a substitute 
for his loss of sexual gratification? If a blind man 
develops a more keen sense of hearing and greater 
capacity for music, it would be absurd on our 
part to conclude that hearing is a substitute for 
sight. Similarly if a deaf person develops a 
sharp sense: for color and line we would be un- 
justified in concluding that the eye is a natural 
substitute for the ear. We would be more justified 
in assuming that, in the first case, the ear was 
partly atrophied as a result of the claims of the 
eye to a share of the energy inherent in the person- 
ality and when the time came and the eye no longer 
required its share of energy, the ear was thereby 
enriched. The same interpretation may be applied 
to the second case. If the “sublime” were lacking 
within us as a special sphere of existence, we 
could never attain it, and if it were not genuine 
and a value in itself, it could never become as cre- 
ative and serviceable as it often appears to be in 
the realm of religion, science, art and politics. 
Freud’s description of the processes of sublima- 
tion and their results should have led him to a 
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revision of his concept of the super ego and to 
an earnest consideration of the question whether 
the “‘sublime” is merely an end product of certain 
developments or it is a basic factor and as ele- 
mental as the erotic factor itself. 

In one of his short but stimulating essays * 
Freud makes an attempt to establish the moral 
element on the same plane of nativity with the 
erotic, and even to consider the moral as a part 
of the erotic factor. In that essay he hints at an 
entirely different origin and development of moral 
emotions and ethical commandments. This hint 
seems to contradict in principle his interpretation 
of conscience as a form of compulsion transferred 
inward. He there reminds us that everyone is at 
one time inclined to look upon himself as im- 
mortal. We know that death exists, but in a 
certain sphere of our psychic life we do not know 
that death concerns us personally. It is as if there 
should exist a species of mortals to which we—- 
i.e. each of us separately—do not belong. In 
Europe a cynical joke is current concerning a man 
who tells his wife that in case one of them dies, 
he will go~to Paris. (In the Jewish version, 
Palestine takes the place of Paris.) According 
to Freud such a joke could not have come into 
being had it not contained at least a fragment of 
psychological truth, a hint of our inclination to 
harbor the idea, in some absurd corner of our 
psyche, that death exists but not for us and a 
partial tendency to wish death upon others, not 
excluding people that are dear to us. Freud is 
not surprised at such a phenomenon because it 
is consonant with his general conception of am- 
bivalence, of two opposing emotional tendencies, 
of parallel love and hate. The same person can 
be the object of our love and hatred. This is not 
only a possibility but in a certain sense even an 
organic inevitability. When confronted with the 
fact of death, primitive man considered every 
stranger as an actual or potential enemy deserv- 
ing to die or to be killed by him. Death of others 
made no impression upon him and did not induce 
him to ponder metaphysical questions. But when 
primitive man saw one of “his own” people die, 
a wife, a child or a friend whom he loved in the 
same manner as we love our “flesh and blood”, 
his grief led him to the realization that he too 
is subject to death for his dear ones were, to use 
Freud’s expression, “a part of his own beloved 
ego”. Death of dear ones became associated 
in his mind with his own death. The end of 
his own life appeared to primitive man more 
nearly possible and imaginably inevitable. If we 
correctly understand Freud’s meaning, death of a 
human being to whom man had an erotic attach- 
ment in the broadest sense of the word (a 
child or a friend) introduced him into the com- 


* Zeitgemaesses ueber Krieg und Tod. 
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munity of fate of the human race as such. This 
awareness of common fate may be the original 
source of our moral concepts and attitudes. At 
the bedside of a deceased beloved person there 
could arise a spontaneous and not socially im- 
posed commandment: thou shalt not kill. On the 
other hand, the longing for a beloved person 
removed by death and the memories concerning 
him evoked the desire for immortality in a world 
to come and a conception of such a possible world, 
for had not the dead person continued to live 
in memory? As a result of the death of a near 
one, primitive man began to identify himself 
with other human beings, at first with beloved 
ones and later also with strangers. Hatred of 
strangers could not have been an absolute bar- 
rier in the way of self identification, for even the 
beloved person always contained some aspect 
of the stranger and his death too, as revealed in 
the above mentioned anecdote, was desired in 
some corner of the mind. Freud concedes this 
when he claims that mourning for a beloved per- 
son contains the grief of a stricken conscience for 
its secret desire that the person should die. The 
object of our love is also hated by us and the 
one we hate can also be loved. 

According to this interpretation which Freud 
regrettably merely hinted at and did not expand, 
the source of our moral concepts and attitudes is 
the beloved person or persons, love and not com- 
pulsion, eros and not social pressure and hypnosis. 


Revisionists at Work 


by Marie Syrkin 
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Viewed in this light, the moral element 
within us is rather of an erotic nature or 
origin and this implies that it is native to the hu- 
man psyche and possesses its own unborrowed 
forces. It is remarkable that Freud did not notice 
the contradiction between his two interpretations 
of the origin of conscience. His sociological in- 
terpretation leaves enough room for pessimism 
while his hints at a purely erotic interpretation 
open wide horizons for the existence of an au- 
tonomous morality which is rooted in the primeval 
elements of our nature. In his attempt at an 
erotic explanation of conscience Freud actually 
reached the classic Hindu formula: “I am thou,” 
the ability to become identified with other be- 
ings, in which Schopenhauer saw the only pos- 
sible source of true morality. To the extent that 
Freud recognized the existence within us of a cap- 
acity for erotic devotion and self-identification 
with others, he must also have recognized that the 
way to a broad altruistic attitude is not impossible 
in principle. 


Freud’s disciples who will continue to develop 
his methods of investigation are confronted with 
an intellectual obligation. Above all they must 
critically revise their master’s ‘‘anatomy of the 
mental personality” and establish a clearer and 
more organic relationship between the super-ego 
and those sources of energy which we bear in 
our eros. 


THE “AMERICAN FRIENDS OF JEWISH PALESTINE" 
AND THEIR EXPLOITATION OF JEWISH TRAGEDY. 





ATELY WE have been treated to some 

puzzling items in the general press. An or- 
ganization calling itself ‘““The American Friends 
of Jewish Palestine” has been giving loud expres- 
sion to its solicitude for the plight of Jewish refu- 
gees and has been proclaiming its readiness to 
transport them to Palestine. So far so good! 
Obviously there can be nothing but commenda- 
tion for zeal displayed in such a cause. What has 
been puzzling is the floodlight of publicity which 
has illuminated this group’s activity. We all know 
that Jews have been entering Palestine without 
certificates for some time. This unauthorized 
immigration—Aliyah Beth—is no secret and no 
attempt has been made to conceal its existence or 
minimize its importance. However, the extra- 
ordinary candor of the “American Friends” be- 
wilders even the most sympathetic. The “Friends” 





do not content themselves with dispensing general 
information. On the contrary, they display a 
morbid passion for detailed revelations. When 
we read in the New York Times that such and 
such a boat bearing so many Jewish refugees leav- 
ing a specifically named port on a specifically 
named date, is about to set sail under the sponsor- 
ship of the “Friends”, we may well become dubi- 
ous of the purposes and the results of this curious 
technique. One is reminded of the villain in an 
old-fashioned melodrama who confides his con- 
spiratorial intentions to a packed house in a thun- 
dering stage whisper. 

It is hard to believe that these methods spring 
from guilelessness and naivete. The membership 
of the “American Friends of Jewish Palestine’’ 
is presumably not confined to ingenues so their 
prattle must be explained on other grounds. Since 
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their tactics tend to jeopardize one of the crucial 
tasks facing Zionism today, it is important to dis- 
cover what the “Friends” represent. That these 
new saviors of Zion are a Revisionist ‘Front’ 
group hardly needs demonstration. The fact that 
the head of the organization is Rabbi Louis New- 
man and that the president of the American Revi- 
sionists, Benjamin Akzin, is on the executive com- 
mittee is testimony in itself. Revisionists, like 
Communists, waste neither compliments nor energy 
on groups which they cannot control. However, 
if despite the membership and the maneuvres of 
the ‘American Friends of Jewish Palestine” any 
doubt as to their nature remains in the minds of 
the uninformed, these doubts should be dissipated 
by the above mentioned Mr. Akzin’s recent article 
in the American Jewish Chronicle which he edits. 


In an outpouring daintily entitled “Jews to 
Rescue—Stables to Clean’ * editor Akzin un- 
burdens himself of a considerable assortment of 
grievances. In a style which hits a new journal- 
istic low, he heaps liberal portions of abuse on 
practically every important Zionist figure and 
group ranging from the Histadruth to Hadassah. 
Justice Louis D. Brandeis is permitted to escape 
from the general massacre of reputations with the 
mild, almost kindly, characterization of ‘too old 
to fight.” But there is one notable exception to 
the universal carnage. There is one group for 
whom Akzin has words of commendation. Na- 
turally he has nothing but enthusiasm for his own 
party, the Revisionists. That is to be expected, 
but in addition he discovers another fair flower 
blooming amid the decay, an oasis in the desert 
of American Jewish life, I give you one gues—the 
American Friends of Jewish Palestine. They, 
to use his own words, are the American group of 
supporters of the organization abroad previously 
described by him as New Zionist or Revisionist. 


Now that the camouflage has been partially 
lifted, it will be easier to understand the aims— 
overt and covert—of the ‘American Friends’’. 
Their purpose is simple—to further the political 
interests of Revisionism by capitalizing on the 
tremendous sympathy for refugees which exists 
in every Jewish community. They, in conjunction 
with Revisionists, pose as the only group engaged 
in Aliyah Beth. Revisionism as such has been 
thoroughly discredited in the United States. If 
through its “front”? movement it can be made to 
appear as the sole or chief agency organizing 
immigration into Palestine, it will be able to ap- 
peal to elements who had been antagonized and 
outraged by the Revisionist political program. 
The calculation is shrewd. Convince the man in the 
street that your business is the salvation of Jews 
from the Nazi hell, and he will not trouble about 


__ 


* American Jewish Chronicle, February 1, 1940, 








your political passport. Partially in view of the 
approaching visit of Jabotinsky good-will has to 
be built up, and what-more ideal way can be found 
than the exploitation of illegal immigration into 
Palestine for partisan purposes? 

Actually what is there to the “American Friends 
of Jewish Palestine”? Revisionists claim that they 
are doing ‘‘a unique, original, unduplicated work”. 
Even three adjectives will not help them to sub- 
stantiate this unique, original, unduplicated ex- 
ample of deliberate falsification, though since the 
Revisionists hail the “holy lie’ as a legitimate 
propaganda device, one can ‘hardly be astonished 
at their ready use of a favorite technique. 


What are the facts? Responsible Zionist groups 
have been engaged in transporting unauthorized 
immigrants into Palestine since 1933. They have 
done so without fanfare, without broadcasts in 
the public press because the work was one which 
obviously required discretion rather than trumpet 
blasts. Each increase in the tempo of Nazi perse- 
cution was accompanied by a more determined ef- 
fort on the part of pioneering elements to rescue 
ever larger numbers of Jews by whatever channels 
available. After the publication of the Woodhead 
Report and the “White Paper” which in effect 
would have reduced the Jewish population to a 
permanent minority status, Aliyah Beth came to 
be viewed not only as a means of saving European 
Jewry but as a legal weapon against an illegal 
British decree. Consequently, the question of un- 
authorized immigration was discussed and pro- 
secuted more openly. However, at no time was 
specific information, likely to impair the success 
of future ventures, made public. 


The Revisionists entered the scene long after 
the nucleus of Aliyah Beth had been organized. 
As might be expected, they claim to be first as 
well as solitary in this tremendous task. If merely 
a technical question of priority were involved, one 
could well afford to let the future allocate the 
credit. But much more than prestige is at issue. 
The work is still in progress. It is dangerous, dif- 
ficult, delicate. Any group that engages in it must 
be prepared to give an account of what it achieves 
—particularly if it wages campaigns and demands 
funds. 

What is the Revisionist record in Aliyah Beth? 
Three groups are engaged in transporting immi- 
grants outside the quota—responsible pioneering 
groups, private speculators and the Revisionists. 
The responsible groups have brought in 50% of 
the “‘illegals’”; the private speculators and Revi- 
sionists approximately 25% each. Last year the 
Revisionists transported about 27% of the total. 
So much for the numbers involved. 

As regards methods used and ultimate success, 
I shall not discuss the private speculators at all. 
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These individuals make no pretense to being ac- 
tuated by any consideration other than the maxi- 
mum of profit to be extracted out of the miseries 
of Central European Jewry and as such can be 
disregarded. Revisionists, however, must expect 
to be judged by Zionist standards, and by these 
standards they have failed abjectly. 

In the first place, conditions existing on their 
boats are revolting. So many harrowing stories 
of hardship and brutalities endured on Revision- 
ists ships have already been told by survivors 
of these journeys that it is hardly necessary to 
expatiate further on this point. An instructive 
contrast to the filth, misery and over-crowding of 
the Revisionist ships is presented by the boats of 
the responsible groups. Through proper organiza- 
tion and adequate preparations, the journey on 
these ships has none of the nightmarish quality 
of the Revisionist variety. 

What is perhaps even more important than the 
difference in the actual physical and psychic con- 
ditions of the journey is the very striking differ- 
ence in the record of success attained by both 
groups. Although half of the entire immigration 
is in “responsible” hands, only 2 of the boats run 
by them have been caught by the British. Almost all 
of the ships, whose capture receives such melan- 
choly publicity in the press, are Revisionist ships. 
This extraordinary disparity in achievement is 
not due to accident. It is again due to intelligent 
preparation on the one hand and ignorance and 
culpable heedlessness on the other. Despite the 
fact that the Revisionists are “‘first’’ and “unique” 
they have apparently managed to learn very little 
from experience. The “responsible” boats, ac- 
companied as they are by several Palestinians who 
are skilled navigators and radio operators, have 
the guidance of experts who view the safe conduct 
of these boats as a new pioneering task of supreme 
national importance. With their cautious and 
devoted assistance, the boats disembark their pas- 
sengers silently and effectively. We don’t read 
about those arrivals in the papers. 

But the Revisionist record of noisy impotence 
does not prevent them from raising a still louder 
clamor. The recent tragic incident of the 2,000 
refugees stranded on a Revisionist boat on the 
Danube is a case in point. Everybody remembers 
the hullabaloo created by the “American Friends 
of Jewish Palestine” in regard to these refugees. 
I write “hullabaloo” advisedly because all the 
circumstances in the case indicated a deliberate at- 
tempt to make capital out of the glare of ill-ad- 
vised publicity which they turned on the situation. 
It seems that 2,000 unfortunates were freezing on 
the Danube for lack of only $10,000. Since it is 
well known that the cost of transporting such a 
number is close to $200,000 the outcry for the 
trivial sum of $10,000 becomes more puzzling 
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than ever. Did the Revisionists have the large 
amount required? If so, how did they fall short by 
such a small margin? How did they undertake so 
responsible a task as the transportation of 2,000 
human beings to Palestine if they had failed to 
make adequate provision for their elementary 
needs? 

As the story unfolded, it became increasingly 
clear that the ‘American Friends” were out to 
embarrass the Zionist funds such as the United 
Palestine Appeal by making demands which could 
not be immediately granted without further parley. 
After all, the Revisionists had seceded from the 
Zionist Organization and had set up rival funds of 
their own. Furthermore, it became evident that 
the chief objective was to extract a maximum of 
publicity for the “American Friends” who were 
thus enabled to present themselves as the sole 
saviors of the refugees amid hearts of stone. No 
one disputes the fact that the refugees should 
have been helped at once by every available means, 
but their agony does not extenuate the tactics of 
their extremely vocal rescuers, who were, inci- 
dentally, responsible for their plight. 


Another factor to be considered is that these 
brilliantly publicized misadventures endanger the 
entire stream of Aliyah Beth. It is surely not a 
coincidence that after the “American Friends of 
Jewish Palestine” had shouted their grief over 
the incident from all the housetops, the Rumanian 
government announced that it would attempt to 
stop all illegal immigration from Rumanian ports 
at the instance of the British government. Of 
course, the “American Friends” had the able as- 
sistance of their European confederates in the 
business of getting the spotlight. Did not Ben 
Horin of the Revisionist Executive see Gafencu, 
Rumanian Minister of Foreign Affairs in regard 
to immigration, and did not the world promptly 
hear about the interview? The result of this 
elaborate secretiveness is the present ban of the 
Rumanian government. 

Those groups which have been doing serious, 
substantial work in Aliyah Beth have the right to 
demand that no element employ tactics likely to 
jeopardize what has been so painfully achieved. 
The Revisionists and their supporters have been 
repeatedly approached with proposals for unity 
in this all-important sphere. Plans have been of- 
fered for the establishment of a Central body, in 
which all parties would be represented, which 
would be responsible for the organization and 
conduct of Aliyah Beth. One need hardly dwell 
on the essential character of responsible control 
in a matter which is not only hazardous of execu- 
tion but which may have grave political reper- 
cussions. 

The answer of the Revisionists has so far been 
negative. Such an attitude is nothing new in Re- 
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visionist history. It is not the first time that they 
have chosen to follow their individual caprices 
to the detriment of Palestine. Zionism has paid 
dearly for the Revisionist passion for powerless 
demonstrations. It was Revisionists who pre- 
cipitated the 1929 riots in Palestine when they 
marched to the Wailing Wall against the ex- 
pressed will of the Vaad Leumi. It was they who 
imperilled the heroic self-discipline of the Yishuv 
during the past disturbances by imbecile terrorist 
acts. It is now again they who threaten the care- 
fully evolved structure of Aliyah Beth by strident 
inaccurate claims and irresponsible independent 
action. 


Among other things the Revisionists make a 
virtue of the fact that their immigrants are not 
“selected”. They take all the old, the sick, the 
psychologically unfit for pioneering, whereas the 
responsible Aliyah presumes to choose. Here 
again the Revisionists display their inability to act 
in terms of the national welfare, and their in- 
corrigible love of dramatic gestures regardless of 
the consequence to the cause they pretend to honor. 
It is quite true that Palestine should be a refuge 
for every homeless Jew. Is there a Jew or Zionist 
who would wish otherwise? But we are faced by 
the tragic compulsion of facts. Only a number of 
those who seek entrance can for the present be 
taken. Choice is inevitable. Shall the choice be 
haphazard, dependerit merely on the accident of 
who clambered aboard first, or shall profounder 
motives determine the nature of the immigration? 
We know that in emigration from Germany pre- 
ference is given to the Youth Aliyah. Is the reason 
for this preference a brutal disregard for the aged 
or does it spring from the difficult but honest ef- 
fort to save those whose need is greatest and 
whom a Jewish homeland in the process of con- 
struction needs most? In this case, the two are 
one. 


When the force of events places on human 
beings the terrible burden of allocating salvation, 
the question is not solved by a helter-skelter open- 
ing of doors to whoever manages to crowd in. 
That too is a choice—a choice against the present 
and the future. When the Revisionists fill their 
boats with old, feeble or maimed individuals com- 
pletely unsuited for the hardships of pioneering, 
they keep out those with more years of life to be 
saved, and more years of life to give. It makes 
a fine slogan, an impressive rallying-cry, to shout 
“We take all’. But all cannot be taken, as the 
Revisionists well know. By indulging their desire 
to make political capital of a good talking-point, 
they do not hesitate to cause grave injury to the 
Jewish community in Palestine which, in the last 
analysis, has to solve the problem of caring for 
helpless, unproductive elements at a time when it 
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requires the maximum of new vigorous blood to 
build and make room for more to follow. 

Will Jabotinsky’s visit help create the des- 
parately needed unity and discipline in the matter 
of the unauthorized immigration? So far the 
tactics of the “American Friends” and the Revi- 
sionists give little hope of that. In the same issue 
of the American Jewish Chronicle from which I 
have already quoted, the editor warns against 
unity. “When faced by appeals to unity, the Jew- 
ish public should stop, watch, and be careful,” 
writes the Revisionist spokesman. This bodes ill 
for the continued peace efforts of responsible Zion- 
ist groups. If these efforts fail, let the blame be 
put squarely where it belongs. The Revisionists 
and their supporters will have struck another blow 
against Zionism. 


Self Taxation 





THE ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE OF THE ZIONIST 
organization which recently met in Baltimore has 
called upon its membership to contribute a special 
tax “for the transportation of refugees to Pales- 
tine.” It is superfluous to go into the details of 
the measures that will have to be taken to insure 
the continuation of immigration to Palestine dur- 
ing these dificult war months. 

This is the first special tax assumed by Zionists 
since the outbreak of the war and we hope that 
all other groups not directly affliated with the 
Zionist organization of America will follow the 
example set in Baltimore. It is true that we all 
work for the United Jewish Appeal which includes 
an allotment for the work in Palestine. But sofar 
few have come to realize that this is an unusual 
time calling for special sacrifices and that under 
present conditions we may not complacently feel 
that we have fulfilled our duty after contributing 
to the U. J. A. American Jews and even most 
Zionists have not yet grasped the fact that this 
year is different from the preceding ones in its 
obligations. We hope that this first effort at self- 
taxation will mark the beginning of a new aware- 
ness on the part of each individual Jew. 

There are numerous ways in which the spirit 
of self taxation may find appropriate and effective 
outlet. One may contribute a certain definite sum 
for the transportation of refugees to Palestine 
or one may set aside the income or wages of a 
certain period of time for this purpose. Were 
American Jews to accept and carry out the slogan 
of a week’s wages for the rehabilitation of refu- 
gees in Palestine, they would not only help finan- 
cially but would also become more deeply identi- 
fied with the fate and the salvation of the per- 
secuted. Considering our safety and security in 
the United States every Jew should set aside the 
wages or income of at least one week in the year 
for the repatriation of his fellow Jews. 
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Arab- Jewish Cooperation 


by Abraham Revusky 


PRESENT OPPORTUNITIES FOR UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN 
THE TWO PEOPLES AND SUGGESTIONS FOR ACTION. 





— SOMEBODY suggests a certain 

action for the improvement of Jewish-Arab 
relations in Palestine, he is usually confronted 
with the question what political concessions he is 
ready to offer to them. We must have, it is said, 
a definite program for a permanent solution of the 
Jewish-Arab problem. Otherwise all our efforts 
to create better relations with the Arabs would 
be wasted. 

This opinion is strongly represented in Zionist 
ranks. There are many, I would say too many, 
Zionists who believe that without a radical solu- 
tion of the Jewish-Arab problem, the actual rela- 
tions between the two peoples are doomed to 
remain as hostile as before. They believe, that a 
formal understanding on political problems must 
precede any effort to improve the practical rela- 
tions between the two peoples. 

According to this purely political conception, 
the first step in any effort to create more friendly 
relations between the two peoples of Palestine, 
must be an Arab-Jewish conference, where all 
outstanding controversies shall be thoroughly dis- 
cussed, and a definite solution reached and formal- 
ly signed. As long as such a successful conference 
is not in the realm of practical possibility, the 
Jewish-Arab relations must be left to their natural 
course. 


From the Zionist point of view the logical con- 
clusion from this conception is that all efforts 
for the solution of the Jewish-Arab problem must 
wait until the Jews of Palestine reach a stronger 
position in comparison to the Arabs than they 
hold today. 


At present the Palestine population consists of 
33% Jews and 63% Arabs; of the latter about 
92% are Moslems.* When the Jews will attain 
numerical equality with the Moslems—and this 
will be reached when they will form 45-46% of 
Palestine’s population—the Arab leaders, im- 
pressed by Jewish progress and no longer able to 
prevent their further expansion, will be ready to 
listen to our proposals for the future. Before 
this is attained, no acceptable solution of the Jew- 
ish-Arab problem is possible: We must therefore 
proceed further with our upbuilding work in spite 
of the inavoidable Arab resistance. 

There is a certain measure of truth in the as- 





* Nearly four per cent of Palestine’s population are neither Jews nor 
Arabs. They represent. smaller national groups; Europeans (mainly, 
British and Germans), Greeks, Armenians, etc. Among the Arab popula- 
tion of Palestine about eight percent are Christians—mainly Roman Catholic 
and Greek-Orthodox. 


sertion that without a definite political agreement 


between Jews and Arabs improved relations 
reached by economic cooperation would be in con- 
stant danger of disruption. On the other hand, 
it is still more true that no political understanding 
is feasible in the poisoned atmosphere of mutual 
distrust hitherto prevailing in Palestine. Leaders 
of national movements are usually more extreme 
in their demands than the masses behind them. 
Only when the practical relations among individ- 
uals and groups of both nationalities will become 
more normal and friendly, will the political lead- 
ers of the Arabs be induced to dilute their na- 
tionalistic demands and adopt a program offering 
greater prospects for a definite understanding with 
the Jews. Unless certain bridges are built between 
the Jewish and Arab masses of Palestine, the grip 
of the extremists on the Arab movement will not 
be relaxed. 


Years ago I expressed the opinion that “without 
a close cooperation between Jews and Arabs out- 
side of Palestine no lasting peace will be ever 
achieved in the small country between Dan and 
Beersheba.” This conviction is now shared by 
most representatives of the Zionist movement. It 
seems, however, that some of them are now over- 
emphasizing this point of view and drawing from 
it hasty and too optimistic conclusions. The es- 
tablishment of friendly relations with the Arab 
states outside of Palestine becomes in their eyes 
a panacea that will solve the Jewish-Arab prob- 
lem in Palestine even without specific efforts on 
the spot. I find, for instance, this opinion reflected 
in the article of E. Golomb in the February issue 
of the ‘‘Jewish Frontier” : 


“The efforts of the Jewish Agency in increasing 
and strengthening political activity among the Arab 
countries are therefore not only the most successful 
but also the ones that will lead to the desired end 
more effectively than all others.” 


But the actual success attained by the political 
activities of the Jewish Agency among the Arab 
countries in the East is not yet visible to the naked 
eye. A year ago, at the so-called “round-table” 
conference in London, these Arab countries 
staunchly supported the Mufti and his extremist 
followers. Due to the united Arab front demon- 
strated at that conference, our crafty opponents in 
the colonial office succeeded in foisting upon us 
the infamous White Paper. Where is the as- 
surance that at another opportunity of that kind 
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the attitude of the Arab States will greatly differ 
from that adopted by them a year ago in London? 

This is not, however, the decisive point in the 
divergence of opinion between E. Golomb and 
myself. Much more important is the question 
whether any influential Arab statesman outside 
of Palestine will dare to advocate the recognition 
of Jewish aspirations in Palestine without a tangi- 
ble improvement in the local relations, which must 
not necessarily imply a full political solution of 
the problem as a whole. Unless there will be in 
Palestine itself strong Arab groups urging peace 
and cooperation with the Jews, all our efforts to 
insure the political friendship of Egypt, Syria or 
Iraq will be wasted. We might create a favorable 
“stimmung” by sending musicians to Cairo, or 
irrigation projects to Baghdad, but the practical 
results of these efforts, and I am the last to dis- 
courage them, will finally depend on the extent of 
practical cooperation that could be established on 
the plains of Sharon and the hills of Judea. Should 
the Jewish labor movement of Palestine succeed 
in establishing a mutually beneficial contact with 
an ever increasing number of Arab workers, and 
should similar friendly relations be reached be- 
tween Arab and Jewish farmers, merchants, etc., 
the whole political atmosphere of the country 
would undergo a definite change. Should Arab 
intellectuals, physicians, lawyers and, most im- 
portant, teachers, now under the spell of fascist 
‘ideologies, become influenced by Jewish humanitar- 
ian teachers, and democratic principles in general, 
a future reversion to terroristic violence would 
meet more resistance among the Arab inhabitants 
of the country. A moral disarmament, preceding 
a formal settlement in the future, would begin. 

A policy of discouraging or even minimizing 
such local understandings because of the allegedly 
bright prospects of a general agreement with the 
Arab countries outside of Palestine would be very 
harmful to Jews and Zionism. By neglecting the 
great opportunity offered us by the present, more 
peaceful mood of the Arab masses in Palestine, 
we are taking the risk of again being confronted 
with outbreaks similar to those of 1929 and 1936. 

The key to our relations with the Arabs, in 
Palestine as well as in the neighboring countries 
of the East, lies in the establishment of more nor- 
mal relations in the daily Jewish-Arab life of the 
country. 

In one important aspect all observers of the 
present situation fully agree. There was never in 
our generation a better opportunity to establish 
friendly relations among Jews and Arabs in all 
walks of life. The Arabs of Palestine, as Golomb 
rightly put it, are tired of the national strife. They 
suffered tremendous losses in lives and economic 
positions from the prolonged anti-Jewish terror 
forced upon them by a vociferous and armed ex- 
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tremist minority. They are ruined by the heartless 
extortions of their own “‘liberators’” and by the 
disruption of the profitable economic contacts 
formerly existing with the Jewish population of 
the country. Most of them are in a repentant 
mood and would be eager to grasp a friendly Jew- 
ish hand extended to them. 

What should be done to utilize this exceptional 
opportunity ? 

No “dramatic” solutions are required at the 
present moment. No formal agreement on Jew- 
ish and Arab rights, no elaborate constitutional 
provisions regulating the political relations of both 
peoples for all times to come, no deal about im- 
migration, not even a definite obligation concern- 
ing the future Near Eastern federation. We 
shall certainly discuss all those problems in our 
own ranks, but shall not attempt to force their 
premature solution at present. All that is neces- 
sary right now is to establish as many contacts as 
possible with the Arab population of Palestine, 
and make them as close and friendly as circum- 
stances will allow. Let us find a more practical, 
more elastic method of organizing Arab workers 
and including them in the benefits given to its 
members by the Jewish “Histadruth”. Let us 
help the Arab peasants in their marketing and 
other agricultural problems. Let us assure a last- 
ing cooperation between Jewish and Arab plant- 
ers. Let the Hebrew University organize exten- 
sion courses in their own language for ambitious 
Arab students and teachers. Let us create a joint 
publishing company issuing all kind of useful books 
and magazines—not just propaganda pamphlets 
—for the young Arab generation. Let us organize 
Arab excursions, from Palestine as well as neigh- 
boring countries, to visit our cooperative settle- 
ments, colonies, factories, schools, and learn 
something about us and our achievements. Let us 
establish more cooperation in the field of sports 
and more social contacts with our Arab neighbors. 
And, last but not least, let us at the same time 
re-educate the Jewish masses and especially the 
recently arrived immigrants by eliminating pre- 
judices and acquainting them with elementary facts 
on Arab life and customs. 

This is only a partial list of practical tasks 
confronting us in the field of Jewish-Arab rela- 
tions. They don’t require subtle legalistic brains 
indulging in highly complicated diplomatic for- 
mulas. All that is necessary is systematic activity, 
perseverance, good-will, and some financial means 
to cover the most necessary expenses. 

Here we arrive at another question concerning 
which I must disagree with the opinion expressed 
by E. Golomb in the last issue of the JEwIsH 
FRONTIER. 

Who should undertake the realization of the 
above program? How should we start it? 
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To achieve a lasting improvement in our rela- 
tions with the Arabs we must tackle the problem 
in a broad democratic way. It must become the 
task of the whole Jewish community of Palestine. 
It must be reflected in the approach of the average 
Jew to the average Arab, whenever he meets him 
in the course of his daily life. The fundamental 
basis of a Jewish-Arab friendship in Palestine is 
a greatest possible number of individual friend- 
ships between Moshe’s and Mustafa’s. At the 
same time all kinds of Jewish organizations should 
strive to some kind of contact in the economic, 
cultural and social field with the respective groups 
among the Arab population. Only such a broad 
democratic approach will create a more friendly 
atmosphere in the national relations of Palestine 
and pave the way to political understanding both 
inside and outside of the promised land. 


In full contradiction to this democratic method, 
Mr. Golomb—who will certainly not object, at 
least theoretically, to any of the points of the 
above program—believes that all efforts to im- 
prove our relations with the Arabs must emanate 
exclusively from the Executive of the Jewish 
Agency. He is afraid, that if this task is entrusted 
to voluntary organizations it might lead them to 
abandon Zionism in their concentration on the 
Arab problem. He refers to the horrible example 
of “Brith Shalom’? some of whose members were 
ready to consider ten years ago, in the black days 
of the Shaw commission, a limitation of, Palestine’s 
Jewish population to 400,000. He envisages the 
possibility that the “League,” which he considers 
as the successor of “Brith Shalom,” might finally 
arrive at a similar point of view. 


However, I feel that Mr. Golomb is not 
quite fair to “Brith Shalom”. He offers no proof 
that that organization—with whose methods I 
sharply disagree—ever approved the proposal of 
an upper limit of 400,000 for the Jewish popula- 
tion of Palestine. It seems that one of its younger 
ideologists (Ernst Simon) conceived that despar- 
ate idea as a way to assure a minimum of progress 
at a very dark moment in the history of Zionism 
when all seemed to be lost. We may condemn him 
for lack of faith. But I do not believe that “Brith 
Shalom”, an organization which included among 
its members many sincere and wholehearted Zion- 
ists, should be blamed as a whole for that product 
of a brooding mind. 


Still more important is the fact that the pres- 
ent “League for Jewish-Arab Relations” holds a 
point of view diametrically opposed to that once 
adopted by “Brith Shalom”. The “League” which 
includes many prominent Zionists of all shades— 
some leading members of the Histadruth are 
among them—does not expect to solve the Arab 
problem by diplomatic subtleties or concession on 
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principles. It is based on the conviction, already 
explained in the beginning of this article, that 
actual improvement in local relations must pre- 
cede any effort to solve. the Jewish-Arab problem 
by diplomatic conferences. Any proposal to accept 
a voluntary curtailment of Jewish immigration, or 
to put an upper limit to the total Jewish popula- 
tion of Palestine, would be simply dismissed by it 
as exceeding its task and competence. Its found- 
ers expressly recognize the supremacy of the Jew- 
ish Agency in all matters concerning the political 
solution of the Jewish-Arab problem. 


Under these circumstances, I feel justified in 
supporting the democratic approach to the Jewish- 
Arab problem advocated by the “League”. At 
the same time I have doubts concerning the chances 
of achieving good results in this field through the 
centralized methods suggested by E. Golomb. 
Whenever a democratic nation envisages the 
necessity of better relations with other peoples, 
public opinion expresses itself in all kinds of in- 
dependent good-will organizations, which begin to 
clear the atmosphere even before the official gov- 
ernment leaders are ready to tackle the problem 
in their own slow and clumsy diplomatic way. 


It likewise stands to reason that any activity 
among the Arabs which will bear the official stamp 
of the Jewish Agency, will give rise to more sus- 
picions and mistrust than if it were done by a 
voluntary organization. A representative of the 
Agency would also be in a more difficult position 
when confronted with premature questions about 
the future. He could not say that they are outside 
of his competence. 


Furthermore, can we expect from a department 
of the Agency the same missionary zeal and en- 
thusiasm that might be displayed by a voluntary 


organization strongly convinced of its historic 
task? 


I therefore believe that we should welcome and 
support every well-meaning initiative in this field. 
Here in America we should support any organiza- 
tion of this kind as long as it is headed by respon- 
sible Zionists, deserving our general confidence. 


Naturally, this does not exclude a more in- 
tensive activity on the part of the Jewish Agency. 
The recent appointment of a commission to study 
the present aspects of the Arab-Jewish problem 
should certainly be welcomed by all of us. The 
Agency shall stimulate and, to a certain degree, 
supervise all activities aimed at the improvement 
of our relations with the Arabs. At the same time 
it should not monopolize functions which might 
better succeed as voluntary efforts. 


In any case, let us not waste precious time. 
The history of Zionism is full of lost opportunities. 
Shall we loose another one? 








— 
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SPITE of the economic difficulties by which 

the country has been beset during recent 
months, in particular since the outbreak of the 
war, Jewish industrial development has made 
steady progress. In the course of 1939 altogether 
61 new industrial enterprises were set up; in ad- 
dition 21 factories established new departments. 
The industrial output in the country has been in- 
creased by 70 lines which had hitherto been im- 
ported from abroad. 

The new enterprises cover a wide range of in- 
dustrial activities. They include 20 factories pro- 
ducing foodstuffs such as canned fish, orange 
juice, vinegar, yeast, confectionery, etc. Twenty 
of the new factories manufacture textiles and 
other goods, such as underwear, ribbons, thread, 
woolen and flannel cloth, etc. In the new metal 
factories the following articles are manufactured: 
tools, electric and water meters, electrical lamps, 
electric kitchen appliances, accumulators, spare 
parts, etc. Marked progress has also been made 
in the manufacture of pharmaceutical and cos- 
metic articles. The new branches recently es- 
tablished include also diamond polishing and the 
manufacture of office appliances. 

The bulk of the manufacturers and investors in 
these new industrial enterprises are recent immi- 
grants from Central Europe. They include 15 
from Czechoslovakia, 16 from Austria, 14 from 
Germany, 10 from Poland and several from 
Hungary, Roumania, Italy and Russia. 


Recent Industrial Developments in Palestine 
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Since the outbreak of the war 39 new industrial 
establishments have been set up. Production in 
these factories is still in its early stages but they 
have already been able to provide employment for 
some 800 workers and will absorb an ever-grow- 
ing number as they reach full capacity. An addi- 
tional source of employment is provided by the 
Haifa Oil Refineries. 


Several Departments of the Jewish Agency 
have provided guidance and active cooperation 
in the development of these new industries: the 
Economic Research Institute, the Department of 
Trade and Industry and the Economic Bureau at 
Tel Aviv. 


Of the 82 new industries developed in the course 
of 1939,, 74 consulted the above mentioned 
Departments of the Jewish Agency as regards the 
economic prospects of production, marketing and 


export before setting up their establishments... 


During 1939 alone the Industrial Information Sec- 
tion of the Department of Trade and Industry 
of the Jewish Agency examined more than 40 
plans of proposed industrial developments. More 
than 1,700 persons called upon the Department. 
In addition an extensive correspondence was car- 
ried on by the Department with inquirers, both in 
Palestine and abroad, in which detailed informa- 
tion was supplied in regard to new schemes of 
industrial developments. 


Infantile Leftism — Zionist Version 


by Shlomo Grodzensky 


THE HASHOMER HATZAIR ORGANIZATION AND ITS 
ATTITUDE TOWARD THE INVASION OF FINLAND 





ASHOMER HATZAIR is a Zionist youth 
movement which has written an impressive 
chapter in the annals of Zionist pioneering in the 
last twenty years. Thousands of boys and girls 
have gone from its ranks to Palestine to take their 
place in the front lines of its builders and defend- 
ers. Mishmar Haemek and Ein Hashofet are 
only the better known names of a cluster of agri- 
cultural settlements that are a monument to the 
perseverance and ability of the pioneers of Hasho- 
mer Hatzair. These are achievements that even 
the staunchest Zionist opponents of the Hashomer 
Hatzair must recognize and admire. 
But the Hashomer Hatzair is not merely an or- 
ganization training pioneers for Palestine. It is a 


distinct political group within the Zionist labor 
movement. The political physiognomy of the Ha- 
shomer Hatzair is often overlooked by those who 
admire its contribution to Zionist pioneering. 
Hashomer Hatzair is without question one of 
the most twisted products of that curious sectar- 
ianism which is at present so characteristic of the 
entire Zionist youth movement. A mere mention 
of the ideas it manages to combine in its credo 
would make one gasp. It vows allegiance to the 
most orthodox Marxism (really a sort of modi- 
fied, unofficial Leninism) and at the same time it 
boasts of a concept of Zionism which is super- 
Herzlian in its maximalism. It is ruthlessly anti- 
traditionalist in its attitude towards the Jewish 
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religious heritage. Yet the Hashomer Hatzair ts 
one of the strongést bulwarks of the Hebrew re- 
vival—although, it should be added, that its ingen- 
ious “theoreticians” justify this romantic deviation 
on the ground that the language of the past Is... 
an indispensable weapon of the class war. These 
are only a few prize plums casually picked from 
the ideological pudding of the Hashomer Hatzair. 

Yet despite its ultra-leftist ideology the Hasho- 
mer Hatzair is warmly admired by many Zionists, 
who according to Marxian criteria, should be the 
implacable enemies of the revolution. Nor is it 
dificult to understand why the Hashomer Hatzair 
should arouse such appreciation among Zionists 
who are anything but disciples of Marx and Lenin. 

In the diaspora the Hashomer Hatzair im- 
presses the outsider as an army of spirited children 
and young people who are indefatigable workers 
for the Jewish National Fund, who speak Hebrew 
with such astonishing fluency and devote so much 
of their time to the study of “ideology.” They 
are led and trained by a select group of older lead- 
ers who very often combine the qualities of effic- 
ient pedagogy with the shrewdness of practical 
politics. The first pedagogical principle of the 
Hashomer Hatzair is to enroll its members at the 
earliest possible age. It distinctly discourages the 
affiliation of more mature young people whose 
minds may have already come in contact with 
“foreign influences.” The indoctrination of the 
typical member of the Hashomer Hatzair begins 
in the early teens and is completed when he is 
about twenty years old. By that time every mem- 
ber is expected to know the correct answers to all 
the controversial problems of philosophy, of the 
social sciences and of personal behavior. After 
going through the required training which he gets 
in an “autonomous” training farm of the Hasho- 
mer Hatzair (this shelters him from the evil influ- 
ences of other Chalutzim not of the true faith to 
which he would be exposed in a non-partisan He- 
chalutz training farm) the member is ready to go 
to Palestine. 

The results of this system of education through 
isolation are rather impressive. The young per- 
son who has spent five to eight of his formative 
years in this environment is a strikingly self-con- 
tained and self-confident individual. Many a Zion- 
ist harassed by doubts and enervated by the indif- 
ference shown toward his ideals, is easily im- 
pressed by the nicely clicking discipline displayed 
by these young people. He may smile skeptically 
at the bi-national socialist state as a practical solu- 
tion of the Arab-Jewish conflict and shrug his 
shoulders at the dialectic of nature, but he cannot 
help but beam at the stern faith of these young 
Zionists of Hashomer Hatzair. 

But such easy going tolerance is possible only in 
the Diaspora. In Palestine the ideological vagar- 
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ies of the Hashomer Hatzair must be taken more 
seriously. The great majority of Jewish workers 
in Palestine follow the leadership of Mapai (Pal- 
estine Labor Party). Mapai, which is the largest 
political party in the Jewish community and the 
unchallenged majority party of the Histadruth, is 
a socialist party of the Anglo-Scandinavian pattern 
rather than the German-Russian type. The social- 
ism it professes is a general and inclusive term. It 
does not subscribe to any metaphysical or scientific 
dogmas and is neither Marxian nor anti-Marxian. 
If there is anything distinctly specific about its 
socialism, it is the unequivocal affirmation of the 
democratic process and a rejection of dictatorship 
in all its forms. 


For years Mapai has been urging the Hashomer 
Hatzair to join with it in an effort to unite both 
bodies into one Socialist Zionist party. The basis 
for the united party was not to be a doctrinal plat- 
form but a program of common action. Berl 
Katznelson extended the Hashomer Hatzair an 
invitation to unite in the following words: ‘“Take 
us as we are—and we shall take you as you are.” 
It was hoped that with the breakdown of artifi- 
cially stimulated barriers would come better under- 
standing and mutual intellectual stimulus. Hasho- 
mer Hatzair insisted that unity could take place 
only on the basis of a common politico-ideological 
platform. 

After the outbreak of hostilities in Europe and 
the catastrophe in Poland Mapai and Hashomer 
Hatzair finally met to negotiate unification. The 
attempt ended in complete failure and the rela- 
tions between the two groups are now more 
strained than ever before. 


The Hashomer Hatzair came to these negotia- 
tions armed with the following five-point ‘“mini- 
mum program’’: (1) class war in Palestine; (2) 
joint organization of Jewish and Arab workers; 
(3) socialist principles in the educational work in - 
the party; (4) complete democratization of the 
Histadruth; (5) the Hashomer Hatzair (within 
the party) is to be granted the privilege not only 
of staying out of the Socialist International (of 
which the Mapai is the Palestine section), but also 
of having other international connections. 


It was obvious that the terms “class struggle,” 
“socialism,” and “democracy” were used by Ha- 
shomer Hatzair in a specific sense. In the course 
of the discussions it was revealed that by “socialist 
fundamentals” in education the Hashomer Hat- 
zair understands “the Marxian interpretation of 
human history.” This, however, is merely the 
“minimum.” The “maximum” is, in the words of 
one of the Hashomer Hatzair, “a comprehensive 
W eltanschauung, an approach to scientific prob- 
lems, to matter and mind.” (This, as the pro- 
gram of a political party!!!) 
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As far as affiliation with the Socialist Inter- 
national was concerned it was declared to be im- 
possible as long as the Mapai did not accept (1) 
“the principles of a united front of the workers of 
the world” and (2) ‘‘a positive attitude toward 
the socialist construction in the Soviet Union.” 


Since this was only the “minimum program,” 
one of the Mapai delegates expressed some curios- 
ity about the ‘maximum program.” He was told 
that the Hashomer Hatzair subscribes to the 
thesis that “the road to socialism leads through 
the dictatorship of the proletariat and the social 
revolution.” To the question whether the term 
“dictatorship of the proletariat’’ also includes the 
possibility of the dictatorship of the Communist 
party, came this startling but frank answer: “We 
accept the principle of proletarian dictatorship the 
realization of which may occur in different histor- 
ical situations in different ways. In one situation 
through the entire working class, in another 
through a coalition of workers’ parties, and in a 
third situation—through one workers’ party.” As 
an example of the “third situation” the spokesman 
of the Hashomer Hatzair cited this instance: 
“The fact that under Lenin there was the dictator- 
ship of the Communist party is in no way a contra- 
diction of the principle of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat.” (Why only under Lenin? Why 
evade the issue under Stalin?) 


For the representatives of the Mapai there was 
an element of surprise in the above declaration. 
They were not ignorant of the fact that the Ha- 
shomer Hatzair has for years been severely crit- 
ical of “reformist socialism” and that it was sym- 
pathetic to the more radical and revolutionary 
trends in the international labor movement. And 
yet it was incredible that the Hashomer Hatzair, 
which has often criticized the policies of the Com- 
intern, should so well have assimilated the essen- 
tial doctrines of Bolshevism. 


An interesting illustration of this is the attitude 
of the Hashomer Hatzair toward the invasion of 
Finland. This act of murderous gangsterism has 
aroused the concern of the Hashomer Hatzair— 
for the security of the Soviet Union. In an article 
which appeared in the Palestinian weekly of the 
Hashomer Hatzair (Nov. 16) one of their lead- 
ers, Jacob Riftin, attacks E. Liebenstein of the 
Mapai for his criticism of Russian imperialism. 
The Soviet operations in the Baltic are regarded 
by Jacob Riftin as a defensive measure against ag- 
gression. Then he goes on to condemn Lieben- 
stein’s concern over the fate of the Scandinavian 
countries: “The thing that matters to him [Lieb- 
enstein] is not the defense of a socialist state, but 
of a capitalist state; not the defense of the inter- 
ests of the workers and peasants of the Scandina- 
vian countries, but of the property-holders.”’ Are 
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we to conclude that the interests of the Scandina- 
vian workers and peasants may dictate their indif- 
ference to—or even compliance in—the destruc- 
tion of the national independence of their coun. 
tries (which incidentally happen to be governed at 
present by socialist parties)? Does Hashomer 
Hatzair so bitterly oppose democratic socialism 
(of which the Scandinavian countries are a 
model) that it is willing to see it destroyed by 
brute force? Does it really want us to understand 
that the national liberty of democratically ruled 
peoples is the concern only of the “property hold- 
ers’? Would it be willing to apply this principle 
to Palestine which is as yet not a socialist country? 


The Hashomer Hatzair is guided by a rigid 
“party line” which is followed by its affiliated or- 
ganizations everywhere. Sometimes, however, the 
exigencies of overseas mail interfere with the uni- 
formity of the “party line.” And so the Decem- 
ber issue of the Hashomer Hatzair monthly, pub. 
lished in New York, contained a rather straight- 
forward condemnation of the invasion of Finland. 
By January, however, the editors of the monthly 
learned about the “correct line” adopted by their 
center in Palestine and subsequently had this to say 
about Finland: 


“Only a few months ago we spoke of how the 
democratic bourgeoisie in England and France as 
well as in America would becloud the real issues 
behind the present crusade for the redivision of 
the world among the imperialist machines . . . It 
[the bourgeoisie] knew that despite all the hor- 
rors and despair of the last war it could depend on 
the masses. for further support, could they but ex- 
ploit the masses’ fear just as had done the fascists 
in Italy and Germany . . . The most important de- 
velopment at present is the new crusade against 
Soviet Russia. The Allies are already carrying 
out an undeclared war against the Soviet state. 
There is no end to the hallowed nature of the 
proclamations, news bulletins and memorial pro- 
grams dedicated to the’ defense of Finland against 
‘Bolshevist imperialism’ and alongside the bour- 
geoisie unashamedly stand the Social Democratic 
patriots of the world.” 


Elsewhere in the above quoted editorial the 
editors of Hashomer Hatzair hasten to beg us not 
to “conclude that we are here defending the Stalin 
invasion.” Generously they do consider the inva- 
sion of Finland ‘an inexcusable act of bureauc- 
racy.” But the quarrel that the Hashomer Hatzair 
may have with the “bureaucracy” evidently does 
not interfere with its admiration of the ‘workers’ 
state.”’ At this point one might raise a common- 
sense but very fundamental question: Is the Soviet 
Union a bureaucratically controlled or a workers 
controlled state? Obviously it cannot be both at 
the same time. But the editors of the Hashomer 
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Hatzair find an easy way out in the following type 
of statement: 

“Our evaluation is to recognize the democratic 
needs of the masses of the Russian workers and 
not to despair with a devil-may-care attitude be- 
cause of the Stalin leadership.” 

Not only is the Hashomer Hatzair concerned 
about the “democratic needs” of the Russian 
masses, which evidently require the military demo- 
lition of the independent Finnish nation; it is also 
full of patriotic zeal for the fate of our own 
United States. Loyal Americans like the editors 
of the Hashomer Hatzair magazine will not per- 
mit the United States to be dragged into this ‘‘un- 
declared war” against the land of socialist con- 
struction. ‘‘Because we in America do not seem to 
be able to solve our own burdensome social and 
economic problems, it is no reason to fall dupes to 
support of foreign ventures . . . The Finnish inci- 
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dent is only an episode but will be exploited by 
statesmen as long as Congressional sessions with 
important legislation are curtailed and relief rolls 
are cynically cut in Washington.” In brief the 
whole Finnish incident is only a plot conceived by 
Mr. Hoover in order to help his friend Franklin 
D. Roosevelt to cut the relief rolls. 


* * * 


_ The Hashomer Hatzair is an independent Zion- 
ist group and no one has a right to dictate to it on 
matters of ideology and policy. But we have a 
right and a duty to ask whether progressive Zion- 
ism can be reconciled with dictatorship of the pro- 
letariat (including the dictatorship of one party) 
and the defense of brutal invasion of small peace- 
ful countries? This is a serious matter which 
should be pondered by all Zionists including the 
more thoughtful and responsible leaders of Ha- 
shomer Hatzair. 


Books 





RELIGION AND THE WASTELAND 


IDEA OF A CHRISTIAN SOCIETY T. S. Eliot. Har- 
court Brace and Co. New York, 1940. 104 pp. $1.50. 


HOCKED TO the roots of his being by the develop- 
ments that led to Munich, one of England’s most 
gifted poets has undertaken in this brief essay to come to 
gtips with the evils of our society. He considers it super- 
ficial to equate the conflict of opposing forces with the 
struggle between democracies o dictatorships. He sees 
the evil as something far deeper than that—as something 
that goes to the very spiritual foundations of Western 
civilization, and he therefore feels that the real choice 
before us is that between a Christian Society and paganism. 
The author is a good deal more explicit in telling us what 
is not a Christian society than in describing what it actually 
is. To speak of our Western democracies as Christian 
societies in contrast to those of Germany or Russia is an 
abuse of terms. It would be more accurate to say, he 
makes clear, that we have a society in which “no one is 
penalized for the formal profession of Christianity.” He 
believes that our loathing of totalitarianism hides a good 
deal of admiration for those things which it does better 
than we do. 

Assuming that we do not want to return to pagan 
culture, how can we reconstitute a Christian society? This 
Society will have three levels—the Christian State, the 
Christian Community and the Community of Christians. 
The leaders of the Christian State would not necessarily 
have to be Christian but they would have to be informed 
with the Christian philosophy and this would be inevitable 
where Christian education would be the basic education of 
all members of the State. Dr. Hutchins and Professor 
Mortimer Adler of the University of Chicago likewise 
maintain the necessity for continuity and coherence in 
literature and in the arts which can come through a certain 
uniformity of culture which, in turn, is only possible where 
there is an agreement as to what every one should know to 
some degree and a “positive distinction—however un- 





democratic it may sound—between the educated and the 
uneducated.” In such circumstances what the rulers be- 
lieved would be less important than the belief to which 
they would be obliged to conform and “a skeptical or 
indifferent statesman working within a Christian frame 
might be more effective than a devout Christian statesman 
obliged to conform to a secular frame”. The Christian 
Community would realize Christian philosophy uncon- 
sciously through its behavior. No minimal dogma would 
be required of the individual. The social order, would 
of course have to be changed fundamentally so that it 
would not present the conflict between practice and 
religion which is so often the case today. But what these 
changes will be aside from the generalization that the 
acquisitive habits will be curtailed, our author does not say. 


The spiritual center of this society will be the Com- 
munity of Christians—a sort of church within the church, 
a small band of thoughtful and spiritual persons, perhaps 
celibates, who through their exceptional ability and con- 
secration will keep the fountains of Christian influence 
pure and continuous. Eliot would keep this band from 
degenerating into a cloistered clergy by not restricting it 
to the cloth. There would be a good sprinkling of laymen 
of all types of experience among them. The Community 
of Christians would not only be a moral and ethical force 
among the masses but would serve a guiding and censoring 
function toward the State. But such differences and 
tensions as might spring up between this body of devoted 
spirits and the responsible authorities of the State would 
be a healthy tension and a guarantee against despotism. 
So too with the average citizen there would always remain 
a dual allegiance to the State and to the Church, “to one’s 
countrymen and to one’s fellow Christians everywhere, 
and the latter would always have the primacy. There 
would always be tension; and this tension is essential to 
the idea of a Christian Society and is a distinguishing 
mark between a Christian and a pagan society.” 

It appears that T. S. Eliot joins the Neo-Thomists in 
a plea for the revival of the Church-State of Medieval 
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Catholicism. Offended by the secularism of the modern 
world, they have romanticized the unity of culture which 
prevailed when the Church of Rome dominated the life 
of Europe. It is this fear of the secularism of the demo- 
cratic state and the nostalgia for the mystical fullness 
and the aesthetic overtones of Catholic culture that appeals 
to the super-fine intellectuals such as Eliot represents. 
The Catholic Church’s support of France, its concordat 
with Mussolini and its most recent propaganda in behalf 
of the revival of the guild system where employer and 
employee would be members of one society —all pave 
the way for the spread of the Corporative State. It is true 
that the economic determinism of the Marxists has proven 
less than adequate as an explanation for all the ills of our 
social order. But it is equally true that any attempt such 
as this one to restore religion as the basic integer of 
society without coming to fundamental grips with our 
economic problems is doomed to prove barren—even worse, 
it will supply the more subtle of the Fascists with fine 
spun rationalizations to justify their un-Christian intentions. 


Jacos J. WEINSTEIN. 


RECORD OF BOLSHEVIK TERROR 


G. P. Maximoff. “THE GUILLOTINE AT WORK— 
TWENTY YEARS OF TERROR IN RUSSIA,” 
published by The Chicago Section of the Alexander 
Berkman Fund, Chicago, Ill., 1940. 


HE SUB-TITLE of this book, as is often the case, 

does not accurately describe its contents. In the first 
place, the author has limited his study very largely to the 
period during which Lenin was active in Bolshevik coun- 
cils; secondly, his concern, as might be expected, is mainly 
with the terror as applied to the anarchists; the anti- 
socialist terror gets secondary treatment, and the violence 
employed against ‘“White-Guardist elements” only emerges 
now and then as a background to the persecution of the 
anarchists as in the pathetic picture of the author’s one- 
day experience in the death cell of the Kharkov Cheka with 
the sorrowful figure of the priest trying to console the 
doomed men, themselves atheists. Although much of the 
book is based on personal participation by the writer in 
the events he is narrating, he wisely points to the in- 
adequacy of the book as an authoritative and exhaustive 
study of its subject, as that could only be undertaken by 
one having access to the files of the Cheka and G. P. U., 
and the time for such an enterprise has not yet arrived. 


The author paints a dreadful picture of bolshevik 
barbarity but, alas, the world is hardened to tales of terror 
and cruelty, and, besides, the bolshevik brand is so notori- 
ous that not even a fresh account of it can either add to or 
lessen the utter_contempt and condemnation in which the 
bolshevik system is held by men and women still living 
under humane systems of law. 


Maximoff’s book makes melancholy but instructive read- 
ing; more instructive, indeed, than its author and sponsors 
suppose, for of its most profound lesson they have not even 
a suspicion. The political children that play with anarchist 
matches ignite the blaze for the unscrupulous tyrant, mis- 
called a “dictator”, who never having deceived himself 
into imagining that the fire would not burn, is prepared 
to direct the conflagration against his foes and consume 
them in it. That anarchy sets the stage for tyranny is one 
of the oldest of historical truths and is demonstrated anew 
in these pages. If our anarchist comrades of the Alex- 
ander Berkman Fund are sincerely desirous of furthering 
civil liberties—and I believe they are—they would do well 
to abjure anarchism and dedicate themselves to the pro- 
motion of constitutional government. 
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There are many who date the degeneration of the 
Russian Revolution from August 24th, 1939; others, from 
the execution of Tukhachevsky et al., from the trials of 
Zinoviev, Kameney, etc., or from the expulsion of Trotzky, 
but the true date is November 7th, 1917, when the Bol- 
sheviki, aided by the Anarchists, says our author, staged the 
coup d'etat and seized political power. Why should the 
Anarchists have joined with the Bolsheviks against Keren- 
sky? Maximoff points proudly to the extent of their 
liberties and propaganda under the Provisional Govern- 
ment “. . . freedom of the press was of the most extensive 
kind. Not a single newspaper was closed, not a single 
rally or mass meeting was forbidden.” For a space, but 
only a brief one, they enjoyed real anarchical liberty. They 
were deceived, of course, by the propaganda of the Bol- 
sheviks which, as Maximoff tells us, coincided with the 
anarchist slogans, such as “down with the war,” “abolition 
of the army,” “‘seizure of the factories,” ‘‘a federation of 
soviets,” precisely because Lenin like the other two great 
post-war demagogues who succeeded in Italy and Germany 
realized the close connection between the spread of anarchy 
and the establishment of tyranny. To the anarchists these 
slogans were the substance of a deeply held faith; to Lenin, 
however, they were just propaganda. Even after the 
Bolshevik seizure of power, the Anarchists were blissfully 
unconscious of the fact that they, the enemies of the state, 
were helping to rivet the chains of totalitarian state con- 
trol upon the people. Again our author boasts of the 
“intensive campaign against the Constituent Assembly” 
which the Anarchists waged; even more, they ‘prepared 
the proletariat in a sufficient measure for the act of dis- 
solution, and it was the Anarchists, acting through Anatoly 
Zhelieznakov, who was later outlawed by the Bolshevik 
authorities and finally killed by the cannon shell of a 
White Guardist, that carried out this act of dissolution.” 
Maximoff follows with a comment, incredible in its terse 
naivete: ‘““The facts outlined above were rich in results.” 
Indeed, they were, and Maximoff’s 600 page-book, with 
its wealth of detail, itemizes only a small fraction of the 
results. 


It is not altogether clear, however, that Maximoff ap- 
proves of his comrades’ cooperation with the Bolsheviki 
in staging the coup d'etat. He is too honest and intelligent 
to fail to see that “it [the November coup d'etat} was a 
dangerous Blanquist adventure which had all the chances 
of success in Petrograd but not in the country as a whole. 
Socialist Democracy—Social Revolutionists, Social Demo- 
crats (Mensheviks)—were the dominant element . . . the 
Communist Party, being small in numbers, could not hope 
to take over without any resistance the government ap- 
paratus in the provinces, nor could it hope to implement 
it with forces of its own. The street battles in Moscow 
were quite symptomatic in this respect. And still, all that 
notwithstanding, Lenin rejected the proposal to form a 
coalitionary Socialist Government, that 1s, he knowingly 
took a course upon civil war, to be waged not only against 
the exploiters, but also against the ‘Socialist Democracy’, 
against the great mass of workers and peasants rallied 
behind the banners of this democracy: he was knowingly 
heading toward the establishment of dictatorship and gov- 
ernment through terror.” 

The prime responsibility, then, for plunging the country 
into civil war and terror rests with Lenin and the Bolshe- 
vik Party, but are the Anarchists to be absolved from the 
guilt of naively falling for Lenin’s bait (Maximoff's 
phrase) and rushing into the trap? Quite understandably, 
Maximoff hesitates to ask this question because it points 
to the basic absurdity of anarchist theory. 

About the figure of Lenin, a legend has been created 
which Maximoff is eager to demolish. The Bolshevist 
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leader appears in these pages not as the highly principled, 
humane, amiable, jovial revolutionist but as a cynical, un- 
scrupulous, obscurantist, blood lusting tyrant. In a sentence 
hot with anger, reference is made to Lenin’s “maniacal, 
frenzied calls for more and more shootings.” He is called 
“this monster, this representative of a degenerate gentry,” 
and Lenin’s conduct towards the rebellious sailors at 


Kronstadt, who Maximoff says were not in rebellion at all 


but were deliberately provoked and framed up by the Com- 
munists, is damned as “very characteristic of Lenin’s lying, 
Jesuitic and utterly unscrupulous nature.” 

Repeatedly, Mr. Maximoff returns to the charge of blood- 
thirstiness against Lenin, and again and again quotes from 
a pamphlet, a letter or speech of Lenin demanding “iron 
discipline” and “shooting.” ‘Those that violate the 
discipline have to be shot.” “Thieves have to be shot on 
the spot.” ‘An open proof of one’s Menshevism should 
be sufficient ground for our revolutionary courts to confer 
the highest punishment, i.e., shooting.” ‘We need a ter- 
roristic purge [to cure the Soviet government of bureau- 
cracy}: trials held on the spot and shooting as an un- 
reserved measure.” ‘‘. . . an avowal of Menshevik views 
should be punished by our revolutionary courts with shoot- 
ing, otherwise the latter are not courts but God knows 
what.” From a speech delivered at about the time of the 
introduction of the N. E. P.: “When an army is forced 
to make its retreat, machine guns are placed in the rear 
of the army and if the regular retreat turns into a stampede, 
the command issues the order to shoot. And rightly it 
does so.” If incitations such as are here quoted were 
seriously intended—and there is no reason to question 
that they were—Joseph Stalin is far from being an inept 
pupil of his embalmed master. 

Lenin never scrupled to accuse his opponents falsely. 
There was no basis for the claim that the Kronstadt 
sailors or their leaders were in the pay of the Entente. 
In fact, as Maximoff shows, the Resolution voted by the 
Baltic Fleet was carried by a nearly unanimous vote with 
even the Kronstadt communist organization in its favor. 
At the famous trial of the Central Committee of the Social 
Revolutionary Party in 1922, Lenin did not hesitate to 
write to the public prosecutor urging him to frame-up the 
defendants and, subsequently, chuckled with glee at the 
clever way in which Messrs. Radek and Zinoviev staged 
the people’s wrath against the helpless victims. 


Lenin had but one aim: to seize power and maintain 
it; all else, was secondary. No doubt he believed in the 
rightness of what he was doing, but it takes little effort 
for any tyrant to persuade himself of his divine calling. 

The author reminds some of us who may need remind- 
ing that Stalin’s invasion of Finland marks no new stage 
in Soviet imperialism. The conquest of Georgia which 
at the time was governed by socialists was undertaken while 
Lenin was at the helm, in 1921. Sheiman, the representa- 
tive of Moscow, when asked about the invasion, blandly 
denied that he or his government knew anything about 
it, but inferred that it might be an act on the part of the 
Armenians. That was on Feb. 11th but on Feb. 15th, 
Moscow threw off the mask. On Feb. 16th, the President 
of the Georgian government vainly tried to contact Moscow 
on the telephone, but the Russians refused to negotiate. 
On Feb. 21st, the Georgian Republic sent a radio telegram 
to Chicherin but got no answer. Another telegram sent 


_ to Lenin and Trotzky met with no response. The invasion 


continued with the inevitable enslavement of Georgia. 

Only less favorable than the picture of Lenin is the 
author’s sketch of Trotzky who invariably seems to have 
been on the side of severity. What the Greeks called 
“hubris”, excessive, arrogant pride of power went to his 
head. The scene between the delegates of the Spanish 


ay 


National Confederation of Labor and Trotzky, July 22, 
1921, appears to have been a fair specimen. One of the 
delegates asked Trotzky for proof of charges that the 
Anarchists in Russian prisons were criminals and rascals. 
The haughty Commissar replied: “You give me the im- 
pression of a hysterical woman. I am the People’s Com- 
missar and find it superfluous to give you any explanations. 
My word is sufficient.” 

Very likely, it is useless to dispute with the author his 
repeated assertion that Marx, because of his alleged au- 
thoritarianism, was ultimately responsible for Lenin. Au- 
thority, of course, is the anarchist Anti-Christ, and it 
would be as idle to suggest to an anarchist that the fiend 
was only a phantom as to have debated the reality of the 
devil with Luther when that reformer was in the act of 
aiming an inkstand at the head of Mephisto. Maximoff 
might have reflected, however, that not all or even most 
of Lenin’s opponents were anarchists; a large number were 
believers in authority, and we can say without undue 
boasting that in countries like our own, where authority 
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is well established, it would be impossible for any one 
truthfully to make a report of criminal justice approximat- 
ing in horror Maximoff’s survey of the bolshevik terror. 
Lenin, it may be conceded, thought that he was a Marxist, 
but his Menshevik opponents were no less Marxist than 
Lenin, himself. Naturally, it is impossible to say what 
Marx, were he alive, would have done in Lenin’s circum- 
stances, but this reviewer hazards the guess that a resur- 
rected Marx appearing before Lenin in 1922 or 1923 
would have been handled as unceremoniously as was 
Christ before Torquemada in the famous chapter of 
Brothers Karamazov. 

The binding of this book is solid, though inartistic, 
oddly giving it the appearance of a law text, but the proof 
reading is execrable. On the dust jacket, the author’s 
name is given as “P. G. Maximoff,” though the title page 
gives it as G. P. Maximoff. There is no good reason why 
the Lenin quotations, and they are numerous, should be 
cited from the Russian when English references are 
available. Not all of the interesting documents published 
in the last half of the book are dated, and no explanation 
of the omission is given. Furthermore, the book lacks an 
index. All of this leads to the reflection that it is a pity 
that our radical anarchist comrades are too conservative 
to contemplate breaking away from traditional radical 
habits. If they had engaged a “bourgeois” publisher, and 
I do not think the prospect hopeless, the book would have 
been a better one, and would have enjoyed the wider 
circulation it deserves. BERNARD NOSKIN 


A STORY WITH A MORAL 

COLD POGROM. By Max L. Berges. Translated by 
Benjamin R. Epstein, Philadelphia. The Jewish Pub- 
lication Society. $2.50. 

MB. BERGES, a German Jewish refugee, presents in 
fiction form a composite history of a German 

Jewish family that was harrassed out of existence by the 

Nazis. Resident in Germany for more than three centuries, 

the family numbered among its ancestors some of those 

Jewish stalwarts who put pride in their race and tradition 

above personal safety. This is sharply contrasted with 

the attitude of their modern descendants, products of an 


age of reason and enlightenment, who considered them- 
selves more German than Jewish. They looked upon 
German Kultur as the guardian angel of their liberties. 
Disturbing symptoms of the disintegration of this Kultur 
were waved aside as meaningless soap bubbles. Vain, 
pretty and pleasure-seeking Ruth, well on her way to 
making a. “decent” catch, was preferred by her middle. 
class parents to their son, Detlev, who was more concerned 
with politics than with making money. His activities in 
the Social Democratic Party were a constant source or 
irtitation and embarrassment to them. His preoccupation 
with social matters, and his repeated warnings that the 
rising tide of Hitlerism constituted a very real danger to 
their security, all this coupled with his refusal to be 
“practical” and settle down into some comfortable profes- 
sion stamped him in their eyes as an impossible “idealist.” 
When his parents and their friends finally conceded the 
error of their attitude and the wisdom of Detlev’s, it was 
too late. Ruth was in her grave, tortured to death in a 
Nazi prison. Deprived of both business and their favorite 
child, the father and mother commit suicide. Detlev, an 
exile now in France, is so shattered by these events, that 
he too seeks refuge in voluntary death. 

Mr. Berges, who is a business man by profession, states 
that he was moved to tell this story by the urgency of its 
message. No one who reads it will deny the relevancy of 
its moral to the position of the Jew in many Democratic 
countries today. Herein lies its value to us. The similarity 
between the position of the Jews in the post-war German 
Republic and that of American Jews today makes this 4 
particularly provocative book. In addition, many of its 
passages are strikingly powerful, although suffering in 
spots from what might be termed a case-history style—a 
recital of facts and events unilluminated by imaginative 
design. This, however, is no doubt the result of the au- 
thor’s strong determination not to deviate from factuality. 
Indeed, one is prepared to forgive much in a work which, 
while it makes no pretense at originality or creativeness, 
is nevertheless so much more impressive and satisfying in 
its final effect than many more pretentious efforts. An 
added advantage of Mr. Berges’ novel is its easy readability 
and excellent translation. MorTON DEUTSCH. 
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League for Labor Palestine 





During the last week in January 
1940 the National Secretary visited 
chapters in the following communities: 

DETROIT (January 28, 29): Met 
with the Executive Committee of all 
the four chapters of Detroit at the 
home of Dr. and Mrs. Sanders, and 
with the general membership on Mon- 
day evening, January 29th, at which 
time Mr. M. Lieberman presided. The 
ape Fund quota was accepted 
and definite plans were worked out 
for the Expansion Fund as well as for 
the Membership Campaign. The De- 
troit chapters are concentrating their 
efforts on subscriptions to the 
“FRONTIER”, and expect to raise a 
substantial part of their quotas by this 
means. 

SYRACUSE (January 30th): The 
Executive Committee and a number 
of the active members had a dinner 
meeting with the National Secretary 
on January 30th. Mr. M. B. Swartz 
presided. Organizational matters were 
discussed. The Expansion Fund quota 
was accepted and plans are now being 
made for the raising of their quota, 
as well as for the Membership Cam- 
aign. 

ALBANY (January 31st): The 
meeting with the National Secretary 
was held at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
N. Axelrod, Dr. I. Drapkin, presiding. 
The cultural program for the rest of 
the year was planned. Expansion Fund 
and Membership Campaign activities 
were mapped out. 

HARTFORD (February 3rd): The 
Hartford Chapter had its first Mem- 
bership Campaign meeting on Satur- 
day evening, February 3rd. Dr. Joseph 
Diamond addressed the meeting on 
labor problems in Palestine and 
stressed the need for a strong and 
larger League membership in America. 
The meeting was well attended by 
League members and their friends who 
had been invited as prospective League 
members. Mrs. Anna M. Channin, 
President of the Hartford Chapter, 
presided. The Executive Committee 
later met at the home of one of the 
members, where plans for the Expan- 
sion Fund, Membership Campaign 
and Cultural Program for the rest 
of the year were discussed. Their 
Third Seder will be held on April 
27th. 

BOSTON (February 5, 6 and 7): 
Mr. Mordecai Shore accepted the 
chairmanship of a Committee, which 
is to sponsor a reorganization meeting 
to be held on March 17th. The Yid- 
dish-speaking chapters of Boston and 
Malden are likewise planning a meet- 


ing for the same date in Boston, which 
the National Secretary will address. 
Dr. Lerner is in charge of the Annual 
Frontier Dinner to be held in Boston 
on March 10th, at which time Hayim 
Greenberg will be the guest speaker. 

WORCESTER (February 8th): A 
reorganization meeting of the Worces- 
ter Chapter was held on February 8th, 
with Dr. Diamond as guest speaker. 
Samuel Gurwitz was elected Chairman 
of the Worcester Chapter. The other 


officers are: Nathan Nore, Vice-Chair- 
man; I. Hoffman, Secretary; B. Cutler, 
Treasurer. The Executive Committee 
consists of Mr. M. Dine, Mr. Reznick, 
Mrs. N. Applebaum and Messrs. P. 
Cooper and J. S. Rosenberg. Arrange- 
ments were made for an open public 
meeting with Joseph Schlossberg on 
February 22nd. 

SPRINGFIELD, MASS. (February 
11th): The Springfield Chapter met 
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. M. Kur- 
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nitsky. h E. Gurvitch presided. 
pag eee addressed the Chapter 
on organization matters. Plans for a 
“Purim Dance in a Tel-Aviv Cafe” 
were formulated. The Membership 
Campaign Committee is planning for 
a second Chapter to be organized in 
Springfield and all Frontier subscribers 
are being canvassed for this purpose. 

EXPANSION FUND: All chapters 
visited by the National Secretary had 
accepted the Expansion Fund quotas 
assigned to them. Remittances on ac- 
count of such quotas have already been 
received from Springfield, Hartford, 
Newark, Brooklyn and various in- 
dividuals. 


BALTIMORE: The Baltimore 
Chapter is now working on the Don- 
ors Luncheon, the proceeds of which 
will go towards their quota for the 
Expansion Fund. 


EASTERN REGION: The Com- 
mittee on the organization of an East- 
ern Region (appointed by the Nation- 
al Conference on January 20th) met 
on February 18th. The purposes and 
functions of such Region were dis- 
cussed and tentatively formulated. This 
Region is to consist of the following 
cities: Washington, Baltimore, Phil- 
adelphia, Newark, New York, Buffalo, 
Syracuse, Albany, Rochester. Repre- 
sentatives of these communities will be 
invited to the Organization Meeting, 
to be held March 31st. 

BEN GURION CHAPTER: On 
January 28th the Annual Palestinian 
Night of this Chapter took place at 
the Royal Club in.the Bronx. The 
guest speaker was Baruch Zuckerman. 

BRONX COUNCIL: On February 
19th representatives of all the League 
Chapters of the Bronx met for the 
purpose of discussing the possibilities 
for a League Council in the Bronx. 
Isaac Hamlin presided and after a dis- 
cussion, it was unanimously decided to 
form a Bronx Council with the prin- 
cipal aim of strengthening League ac- 
tivities in the Bronx, as well as form- 
ing new chapters throughout the Bor- 
ough. Mrs. S. Brodman was elected 
Recording Secretary. The next meet- 
ing of the Council will take place on 
March Sth at the Concourse Plaza 
Hotel. 

BROOKLYN CHAPTER: On Feb- 
ruary 7th members and friends of the 
Brooklyn Chapter paid their respects 
to Rose Stoloff, National Vice-Chair- 
man, at a dinner tendered in her honor 
prior to her departure for the West 
during her Sabbatical Leave. The guest 
speakers were Manya Shochat, P. Cru- 
so, I. Hamlin, H. Ariel and S. Levin. 
Movies were shown and refreshments 
were served. 

UTRECHT CHAPTER: The Ut- 
recht Chapter, after two meetings— 


one with Marie Syrkin and one with 
Hayim Greenberg as guest speakers— 
has succeeded in enrolling thirty-nine 
chapter members, with prospects of at 
least doubling its membership in the 
near future. Rabbi N. Frishberg, 
Chairman of the Chapter, informs the 
office that the next meeting will be 
conducted by the members themselves 
who will present a symposium on some 
subject relating to Labor Palestine. 
DR. MAY BERE’S TOUR: Dr. 
Bere visited League Chapters in Chica- 
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In the Poale Zion 


$20,000 Raised for Emergency 
Political Relief Fund 

The campaign of the Emergency 
Political Relief Fund has already 
brought in nearly $20,000. This Fund 
has enabled the Poale Zion to send 
considerable sums for the aid of our 
refugee chaverim of Poland who are 
now in Roumania and Lithuania. 

Of the $20,000 the Poale Zion 
branches: have raised thus far over 
$9,000, the Jewish National Workers’ 
Alliance over $9,000 and the Pioneer 
Women’s Organization over $1,000. 

The movement in Cincinnati de- 
serves special mention since it has 
over-subscribed its quota. At its ban- 
quet on Sunday, February 4, $1,150 
were raised after an appeal made by 
Rabbi Samuel Wohl. The guest 
speaker of the evening was Baruch 
Zuckerman, leading member of the 
world movement. 

The Fund will continue through the 
month of March, by which time it is 
hoped that most cities will have ful- 
filled their quotas. 


Activity in the American 
Jewish Congress 
The session of the American Jewish 











‘Congress in Washington, February 10- 


12, was attended by a delegation of 
70 chaverim from the Poale Zion 
movement. The largest delegations 
came from New York, Chicago, Mil- 
waukee, Cincinnati, Detroit, Baltimore, 
and Philadelphia. At a special caucus 
of the Poale Zion delegates, it was 
decided to support the resolution that 
the American Jewish Congress should 
remain in the General Jewish Council. 

The newly elected Governing Coun- 
cil of the American Jewish Congress 
includes the following chaverim: 
David Wertheim, Samuel Bonchek, 
Louis Segal, Sara Feder. 

In line with the decision of the 
Washington Conference to inaugurate 
a membership drive and to extend the 
activity of the Community Councils of 
the American Jewish Congress, ‘the 
Poale Zion branches of New York and 
a number of other communities are 
designating special committees for the 
successful conduct of the campaign. 


Primaries of American 
Labor Party 

In conjunction with the April 2 
primaries in New York, the City Com- 
mittee of the Poale Zion is sponsoring 
several borough conferences to enlist 
the cooperation of all chaverim and 
friends of the Labor Zionist move- 
ment against the attempts of the so- 
called progressive block of the Com- 
munist Party to gain control of the 
A. L. P. State Committee. Similar ac- 
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tion was undertaken by the Poale Zion 
branch in Albany, Rochester, Syracuse 
and Buffalo. 


Youth Conference for 
Jewish National Fund 

As we are going to press, a special 
country-wide conference of representa- 
tives of our youth movement is being 
held in New York. It was convoked 
for the purpose of intensifying Jewish 
National Fund activity in our youth 
movement, adopting quotas and proj- 
ects for JNF work in the future and 
preparing a squad of efficient and well 
informed JNF workers in every 
locality. 

120 delegates from twenty-five cities 
are represented at the Conference in- 
cluding such distant points as Los 
Angeles, Minneapolis and Toronto. 
The program of the Conference in- 
cludes a festive opening on Saturday 
evening, a series of discussions on 
Jewish National Fund problems such 
as land buying, organization of Jew- 
ish youth for JNF, a paper by Hayim 
Greenberg on “National Land in the 
New Society”, and the presentation 
of an award for outstanding flag-day 
work. 








Please Mention JEWISH FRONTIER When Replying to Advertisements 





American Ships 
First-Class Only 


Direct from 
PALESTINE 
Every Two Weeks 
8270 


Also from 
GENOA. ITALY 
$210 

Dietary Laws Observed 


Prepay the trip of your relatives and 
friends in these American ships. 
They come to New York without 
costly and troublesome transfers in 
unfamiliar ports. 


See Our Travel Agent or 


AMERICAN 
EXPORT LINES 


25 BROADWAY NEW YORK 














MOVIE SHOWING 








MERCURY 


1133 Broadway, N. Y. C., 
CHelsea 2-5692 


FULFILL CAMPAIGN QUOTAS 


By Showing 
The World’s Outstanding 
Yiddish Talking Pictures 
At Your Own Meeting Hall 
or Center Auditorium 


ENTERTAINING CULTURAL 


Available Are: 


Peretz Hirschbein's Immortal 
GREEN FIELDS 
(With English Titles) 


“There is no comment to add to 
that which has already been said. 
Great! 


Great !’’—PAUL MUNI 


David Pinski's Unforgettable 
"YANKEL DER SCHMIDT" 
Moishe Oysher in 
THE SINGING BLACKSMITH 
(With English Titles) 


Molly Picon in 
YIDDLE WITH HIS FIDDLE 
(With English Titles) 


Harry Bauer in 
THE GOLEM 
(With Yiddish and French 
Dialogue) 

Jacob Gordon's Brilliant Drama 
Bertha Gersten in 
MIRELE EFROS 
(With English Titles) 
Also Other Major Current 
Productions in Yiddish, 
English & French 
Selected Short Subjects 


Please mention JEWISH FRONTIER in 
replying to this advertisement. 














SERVICE 











Are you looking for intelligent comradeship, 
a well-planned program of activities in the 
Jewish national, Zionist, cultural and social 
fields? 


Are you in need of cooperative protection 
against the costs of sickness, accident, hos- 
pitalization or life insurance? 








Join 
The JEWISH NATIONAL 


WORKERS’ ALLIANCE 
The Labor Zionist Fraternal Order 


¢ 
Main Office: 


251 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 


Life and_ health insurance benefits on modern 
scientific basis. 

Policies for whole-life, 15 or 20 payment, or 
term-to-age-70, from $100 to $3,000. 

Disability for $6, $10 or $15 per week, for 
24 weeks in the year. 

Sanatorium comaguments and extra $100 con- 
sumption benefit. 

Hospitalization insurance plans for the mem- 
ber and his family. 

Medical services, and funeral and cemetery 
benefits in most cities. 

Credit unions and cooperative services in 
many cities. 

Relief fund for needy members, and a fund - 
for the aged. 

















a | 
W Christopher Columbus | 
a Jew ? 


Even after 450 years the historical enigma of “the 
Very, Magnificent Lord Don Cristobal Colon” con- 
tinues to hold attention among scholars. Now Dr. 
Madariaga, in a masterful, absorbing biography sur- 
veys all available material on the subject and reaches 


an impressive conclusion. 


“Destined to take a permanently conspicuous 
place in the vast literature about Columbus.” 
—NEw YorK TIMES 


CHRISTOPHER 
COLUMBUS 


by SALVADOR DE MADARIAGA 


AT ALL BOOKSTORES $4.00 


THE MACMILLAN COMPANY 


60 FirtH AVENUE New York 








Readers of the JEWISH FRONTIER are invited to the 


Eighth Annual 


THIRD SEDER NIGHT 


DEDICATED TO CONTRIBUTORS AND CO-WORKERS OF THE 
"“GEWERKSHAFTEN CAMPAIGN" FOR LABOR PALESTINE 





HOTEL ASTOR 


TIMES SQUARE 





Sunday Evening, April 28th, at 6:30 o’clock 


e 
HOTEL COMMODORE 


LEXINGTON AVENUE & 42nd STREET 


SPONSORED BY 


NATIONAL LABOR COMMITTEE FOR PALESTINE 


275 SEVENTH AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY 
WAtkins 9-5288 





Please Mention JEWISH FRONTIER When Replying to Advertisements 














